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Here it is, November, and Christmas is 
just round the corner. On behalf of the 
ederal Committee of Management and 
myself, let me wish you a Happy and Holy 
Christmas and a Prosperous New Year. | 
make that a sincere wish, as in our present 
climate, one can only wonder what the New 
Year, and Mr Keating, is going to bring us. 
Model wise, there seems to be plenty 
offering, as can be read in the model press. 
But I wonder if it will be Boom or Bust? 
Now that I have retired from gainful 
employment (I still wonder how I ever 
found time to go to work), I find that with 
a fixed income I have to pull my horns in 
a bit. No more gallavanting around the 
country on a whim, forward planning is 
now taking over. 

I had become an expert in procrastina- 
tion, and had discovered endless ways of 
poring off important decisions. Lately | 

ave discovered what may be called the 
Salami method. A full length of Salami 
Sausage is daunting (as well as unappetis- 
ing). Take the ugly lump and cut it into thin 
slices, and it becomes more palatable and 
manageable. 

Just so with the job to be done. Take a 
big task and you could be overwhelmed. 
Cut it into thin slices, and the prospect 
becomes much clearer. Each little bit, when 
put together, makes the whole - hence the 
forward planning. 

We all need some forward planning, if 
the task ahead is not to become daunting, 
and whatever the task, it will be so much 
easier if broken up into small manageable 
parts. 


Rex Little 
Editor 
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US motive power on the branch to Ebin- 
ger on the Victorian Branch club layout. 
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Notice 


This publication accepts no responsibil- 
ity for the accuracy or reliability of articles 
or advertising published herein, statements 
made or opinions expressed in papers or 
discussions, nor do we necessarily sub- 
scribe to the views expressed or implied by 
contributors. 

Neither is any guarantee implied or 
expressed as to the good conduct or 
practice of advertisers herein. This publi- 
cation resérves, at all times, the right to 
refuse acceptance of any matter considered 
unsuitable for publication. 
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From the Managing 
Editor 


Firstly, a reminder that the next issue is 
our 200th issue. So if you have any special 
articles, particularly of a historical nature 
or perhaps reminiscences of the early days 
of AMRA, please try to get them to me by 
the editorial cut off date of Thursday 20 
December. 

This issue is a little smaller than usual. 
I have been away and have not had the time 
to properly organise myself. Some articles 
have been held over to the next issue. 
While I was away, I had the pleasure of 
watching four SD40 style locos (I’m not an 
expert on diesels!) up front and one in the 
rear lift a heavy freight up Tehachapi Loop 
in California. It was almost enough to 
convert me from my beloved NSW Rail- 
ways! 

I have just attended the first convention 
organised by the Association of Victorian 
Model Railway Clubs. This was a most 
enjoyable experience even if I had the 
trauma of a blackout during my presenta- 
tion on point making. The fact that I had 
this event coming up spurred me on to 
complete the two part article in issues 198 
and 199. 

Continued page 118 


Page 118 


But onto some thoughts about conven- 
tions and clubs in general. I believe that in 
these days of technological progress, it 
must be very difficult for the "lone wolf’ 
modeller. I believe very few great layouts 
are constructed by persons working in 
isolation. Even with the benefit of books 
and magazines, itis still very hard to master 
all the techniques required. It is by joining 
an association or club like ours and by 
attending conventions, visiting other mod- 
ellers layouts, etc that we learn what others 
are doing, how they are doing it and then 
sorting out what is most useful as befits 
your particular interest in the hobby. 


Roger Lloyd 


Secretary’s Desk 


Hoi there*** 

If you can’t be a readin this cause you 
be ’ant got your October copy of Journal, 
you’d may be p’haps better be a followin 
Paddy’s words to his Molly and ’write and 
let me know’. Better still, check with the 
Registrar cause he needs some good vibes 
- he’s a bit hostile at the moment. With so 
many non renewed members, how is he 
supposed to guess the number of Journals 
to request from the printers?? Good ques- 
tion, especially as he’s traded in his crystal 
ball in the belief that so many nominations 
would be forthcoming he’d have his wish 
granted to retire from his position. (Him 
retire? What would AMRA do without him 
- the COM would need three extra mem- 
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bers, no bull.) One COM member made he 
won't be available - Steve’s so inconsider- 
ate he’s skipped to greener pastures over- 
seas (the Land of Hornby), so that leaves 
Ken, Norm and myself who eet a prefer- 
ence to stand down this time. Nominations 
are few, so may be we’d better be prepared 
to say "I do’ again on 9 November. 
AMRA gained 140 new members in the 
past year, and congratulations are due in 
particular to the Victorian and WA Branches 
who both scored for their achievements in 
the membership drive. In spite of the 140 
new members, using August 1989 and August 
1990 figures (917 and 907), we have no 
room for complacency. The Federal Com- 
mittee has decided to conduct another 
membership drive this membership year, 
similar to the just concluded one, but this 
doesn’t close the back door. Who doesn’t 


_ know that times are rough and tough, and 


the expression I heard so often from the 
viewers at NSW’s exhibition was ’very nice 
but the hobby’s so expensive’. Not a query 
but rather an opinion. Is this one of our 
problems, do we scare people off? I think 
it’s fair to say the Journal’s our other shop 
window. 

How many of you bod’s are like me, and 
sketch and figure something out, make it, 
use it and forget that others may be glad of 
the information. To ease my conscience, I 
hope that my first submission will get past 
the Editor. The ulterior motive - I hope it 
inspires others to share their brainstorm/s, 
that’s my favourite reading. 


Harry Gibson 
Federal Secretary 


Notes from the Registrar 


Many moons ago, one of my sermons in 
a Secretary’s Desk was ’we read but do we 
comprehend’. This may well apply to these 
notes, or may be some do not read them, 
and for that reason do not know that the 
Federal Registrar receives all renewals, 
changes of address or anything else in 
connection with membership and also that 
the minimum joining age is 10 years. 

This year it was emphasised that renew- 
als were due and payable by 1 September, 
but could be paid by 30 September. Only 
one trick about that, Journal 198 was 
posted before the end of the month. Ac- 
cording to the Managing Editor’s timetable 
it should go out around the 20th. 

So in this case we have sent Journals to 
those members whose renewals were re- 
ceived up to 30 September. This has given 
me a lot of extra work, so be warned, next 
year if you desire continuity of Journals, 
cut off date will be 13 September, which 
will give time for the preparation of the 
address labels, sepa to Melbourne, the 
preparation of the envelopes, ready for the 
collating and posting by 23 September. 

There will be reminders prior to this 
time and hopefully all members will be 
waiting with cheque books in hand ready to 
fillin and return renewals promptly and not 
shoving it under the apidistra and forget- 
ting where the safe place was. 

Just that bit of co-operation would make 
this job easier. The computer to handle 
everything is not on the market, and would 
be beyond our $12 a head to handle if it 
existed. 


Norm Read 


AUSTRALIAN MODEL RAILWAY ASSOCIATION - FEDERAL COMAITTEE 
—_———_{_— Ee CUAL COMTI CE 
STATEMENT OF RECEIPTS AND PAYMENTS FOR THE YEAR ENDED 30 JUNE 1990 


RECEIPTS 


ET ae 


Funds on hand at 1 July 1989 


EXPENDITURE 


Printing of Journal (4 issues only) 2,907.70 


Treasurer's account 3,872.27 Postage of Journal (6 issues) 1,625.73 
Advertising account 951.54 Journal expenses ' 602.23 
Publishing account 303.26 Stationery 169.47 
Investment account 4,622.93 General Postage 580.00 @ 
Cash on hand 298.90 9,409.00 Trophies & Engraving 63.10 
New Membership Subscriptions 987.00 Bank charges & duties eae 
Membership Renewals 7,926.00 . General expenses oe 
Joining Fees 784.00 Insurance 235.66 
Journal Advertising 635.40 eae bee 
Trophies & Engraving 118.50 oe of Computer 1,164.00 
Donations 169.60 elephone 22 4B 
Bank Interest 510.23 Disnonoured cheques ee 
Sele of Guides 182.00 7,610.85 
Sale of Typewriter 25.00 Funds on Hand @ 30 June 1990 
Treasurers account Viadiecos 
Advertising account 192.85 
Publishing account 348.68 
Investment account 4,905.38 
Cash on hand 18.44 
Cheques on hand 129.00 13,135.88 
$20,746.73 $20,746.73 


, oe. Ken Edwards Federal Treasurer 


AUDITOR'S REPORT: I have examined the books and: records of the Federal Committee of the 
Australian Model Railway Association and report that, in my opinion, the 
above Statement is a true and fair record of receipts and payments of the 
Committee as recorded in those books and records during the year ended 30 
June 1990. 


2 Fae Robert W Gorrell, chartered accountant, honorary auditor 
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Lines 


by Harry Gibson 


Ever get cheesed off when 
you measure and mark, 
measure and mark, place 
straight edge, draw line - 
repeat, repeat, etc? Then 
somehow the lines could be 
more parallel when you’ve 
finished drawing out the sta- 
tion and tracks, goods yard, 
chart or whatever. I tried to 
buy a parallel line ruler and 


got nowhere, so to prove a Graduated 
point I purchased two rul- Rigces 
sued mosh ia 


ers, raked around in my 
bower-bird box and made a 
gadget that will not only open 
up and let me draw parallel 
lines, but it will transfer the 
size set to other locations. 
That was a glorious bonus. 
Nitty-gritty. The material 
I used was as follows: 
2 - 300 mm clear plastic 
rulers 
2 - 80 x 40 x 4 mm plastic 
links 
4-1/8 Whit x 3/4” c/sk brass 
screws 
8 - 1/8 Whit brass nuts 
4- 1/8 Whit wing nuts 
8 - 1/8 flat brass washers 
4 - 1/8 wave spring washers 
Method of Making 
The two rulers were 
clamped one on top of the 
other - as in (1) - and drilled 
1/8” diameter. The two links 
likewise clamped and drilled 
1/8” diameter (2). Note - it is 
important to drill the rulers 
as in drawing, as any error in 
hole position is compensated. 
It’s cheap, it works and is 
easy to use. 
I wish I had made it years 
ago 


It is well known fact that the underside 
of a road vehicle becomes rather dirty as it 
travels along the road, and it is perhaps 
obvious that the reason for this is that the 
wheels of the vehicle splash up water, mud 
and dust, and these become attached to the 
underside of the vehicle. The underside of 
railway rolling stock attains a similar coat- 
ing of dirt too, but as the wheels are usually 
running along the top of steel rails and not 
splashing through puddles, it is not imme- 
diately obvious how the first gets up there. 

Daniel Bernoulli (1700-1782) was a 
physicist and mathematician of the mid 
18th century who made a study of the flow 
of liquids and gases and who laid the 
foundation of classical hydrodynamics. He 
also made clear the nature and importance 
of fluid measure. His famous theorem or 
principal is P+1/2 pu (squared) = constant. 
In this theory, P is the static pressure, p is 
the density of air and u is the velocity. The 
quantity 1/2pu (squared) is called.dynamic 
pressure, and can be described as the 

ressure at right angles to a stream of air. 
t can be demonstrated by blowing between 
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~ Bernoulli's Theorem and Dirty Rolling Stock 


sions a massive decrease in the pressure on 


by Ted Ward 


two pages of paper which are held a couple 
of centimetres apart, as in the sketch. 
Contrary to what might be expected, the 
air flow draws the two pieces of paper 
together, demonstrating that as the veloc- 
ity of the air flow increases, the pressure at 
right angles to that air flow DECREASES. 

It is this decrease in pressure which 
draws up the dirt from the road bed as the 
train progresses along the track. The air 
under a train tends to be drawn along with 
the train as it progresses, pulled along by 
all the underfloor equipment and by the 
bogies as they rush along. The speed of the 
air under a train is probably very near that 
of the train itself, something in the order to 
80 to 160 km an hour, depending of course 
on the train and the speed at which it is 
travelling. It is this speed and Bernoulli's 
Theorem which occasion most of the dirt 
under rolling stock. Ironically, it is Ber- 
noulli’s Theorem which explains the theory 
of the flight of aircraft, wherein the passing 
of air over the wings of the aircraft occa- 


the wing or aerofoil, and thus the aircraft 
is lifted off the ground once it is travelling 
fast enough. 

Bernoulli’s Theorem is a very noble 
theorem when discussing aviation, but it 
sure makes rolling stock dirty underneath!! 
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It Occurs To Me 


There is, today, a phenomenon. Atleast 
I think it is a phenomenon. It is certainly 
unique. There has never been anything like 
it before and I would hazard a guess that 
there never will be again, if and when it has 
run its present course. 

It is one central fictional mechanical 
character surrounded by several others. It 
is a modern machine fairy tale. Its greatest 
impact was when it hit the TV screens in 
1986, upon when it became the proverbial 
overnight sensation. It goes back a lot 
further than that. I first read the stories to 
my youngest son some 25 years ago. In 
actual fact, the tales and characters were 
created originally something like 45 years 
back. 

Yet, like the old fashioned fairy tales 
these stories do not seem to fade or age. To 
State a curious fact, they are believable. 
Perhaps it is because they are built up 
around believable though fictional events. 
They take adults back in time to their 
childhoods, especially those just entering 
grand-parenthood. They are levellers in 
that they bridge the generation gaps (I 
know I’ve used the plural, but just think on 
it) and all ages can talk about something 
together. 

The phenomenon is, of course, Thomas 
the Tank Engine and Friends. 


by R T Blodkin 


Now, the question is - has it been a good 
thing for our twin hobbies of railway enthu- 
siasm and of model railways. Let us con- 
sider a few points for and against. Take the 
latter first. 

They can so easily give entirely wrong 
impressions of how railways work to those, 
young and not so young (I don’t like to use 
the word old) who do not know very much 
about the workings of prototype railways. 
These impressions would have among them 
that diel a rail system is quite a happy- 
go-lucky affair with a lot of people doing 
their own thing and the whole shooting 
match organised and run by one jovial, 
benevolent, portly gentleman. Also, pas- 
senger rolling stock generally behaves well, 
but freight wagons are a horrible wayward 
lot. proton steam is good, yet diesels are 
less desirable, capable of mischief as wit- 
ness ’Daisy’ and the shunter. BoCo was an 
exception having some redeeming features. 
In the tales, railway staff are invariabl 
paragons of public service. Would that suc 
were so! Further, from personal observa- 
tion, it gives more ammunition to those 
who delight in the warped attitude that has 
them always ready to take the mickey out 
of rail enthusiasts (poor unfortunates that 


they are). 

To present the case for the defence, we 
would be bound to admit that the stories 
have made a fair amount of favourable 
impact as well. A large proportion of the 
eee public has, especially since World 

ar 2, become quite apathetic towards 
railways. TTTE nas attained the status of 
an ambassador for trains. Some events in 
the stories have prompted people to en- 
quire and seek facts and truth about the 
real thing. 

In spite of some protests from purists (in 
the model world they would be called rivet 
counters) these mechanical personalities 
have made the cash registers tinkle merrily 
oi preserved railways, especially in the 


Because of the greatest attraction being 
to the young, a pool of enthusiasm is being 
created, so that we can be assured of future 
generations containing plenty of individu- 
als to carry on the rail orientated hobbies. 
And the parents and elders in their families 
seem to be more tolerant of rail buffs. It 
may be that this tolerance may stretch to a 
lessening of the mickey taking earlier 
mentioned. 

All in all, a lot of people find Thomas 
fun, and what is that tried and tested catch 
phrase? 
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Another drawing from the 
pen of Jim Fainges 


Is OZTRAK a 
Possibility? 


A new ae 
structure looks likely to be 
set up to handle interstate 
rail traffic in Australia. Such 
a body would run its own 
loco fleet, cars, wagons, 
etc. 


EKumundi Range 


_ Railway 
Queensland member Ron 
Aubrey informs us that a 
lease has been obtained for 
part of the old QCR forma- 
tion in the Eumundi Range 
by passed by new. electric 
deviation. 

A ’Light Railway’ is to 
be installed, length 2 km, 
with a future extension of 1- 
1/2 km. This enterprise to 
raise funds for Children’s 
Charities. 

They have ’Sleeper Cer- 
tificates’ available for $5 
each, and further informa- 
tion can be obtained by a 
SSAE to - 

Ron 

Main Camp Road 
EUMUNDI Qld 4562 
Telephone - 074 42 8032 


aS 
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® Steam Locomotives and Fan Trips 


The nation has now had diesels on its 
tracks for close to 40 years, since the first 
of these much lauded contributors to the 
greenhouse effect first started replacing 
steam locomotives. Steam locomotives have 
been condemned and cut up in their thou- 
sands, and very few indeed now grace the 
tracks of the state and private railways of 
this fair land. 

With the passage of time, nostalgia, ’a 
painful yearning or wistful longing for 
anything lost in the mists of time’ seems to 
be growing in the hearts and minds of 
many, including those outside the ranks of 
railway modellers and historians. There are 
calls and renewed calls for a steam engine 
to attend centennial celebrations and "Back 
to....” ceremonies all over the land. Rail- 
way authorities are becoming hard pressed 
to oblige all requests, and the time will 
— come when wheel tyres are worn 
out, boilers are beyond recall and super- 
heater elements, cylinders, fire box grates, 
etc, etc, are beyond any further safe use. 
What will happen then hardly bears consid- 
eration, as the indiscriminate disposal of 
remaining spares and the sale to the highest 
bidder of the specialised machine tools and 
facilities which, for years, made these unique 
locomotive parts has made the creation of 
new spares an intimidatingly expensive 
proposition. In the meantime, railway staff 
are coping with the increasing difficulty of 
maintaining aging steam locomotives and, 
somehow, fan trips and historic steam railway 
trips are continuing to be run. 

Followers of modern railway prototype 
can thus continue to include steam locomo- 
tives on their roster, if only for historical 
pores Such steam engines should be 

ept clean and of good appearance, but 
there are other considerations. 

Modern railway administrations are 
increasingly aware that everything costs 
money, and ™m computer systems enable 
all costs to be accounted for. Analysis of 
costs allow all expenses to be sheeted 
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home, i.e. apportioned to where they belong, 
and it is interesting to see how such costs 
are effected. 

One of the unexpected costs of main- 
taining steam locomotives is simply that of 
housing them. Sheds are not cheap, espe- 
cially of the size and style suitable for 
housing steam locomotives. Accordingly, 
one depot keeps its several steam locomo- 
tives outside’ rather than in a shed or 
workshop, as all space there is used for 
more pressing is suits us as modellers, 
for we can see our models out in full view. 
The locomotives are frequently moved about 
by shunters persuing their day to day 
duties, so it is not unusual to see these 
’preserved’ steam giants in different loca- 
tions from day to day. Whilst being stored, 
the steam locomotives have a disused oil 
drum over their funnels or stacks to pre- 
clude the ingress of rain. This marks them 
distinctively as ‘out of use’, and, inciden- 
tally, one wonders if this practice of cap- 
ping smoke stacks was used widely in the 
days of steam haulage. 

When a preserved engine has to be 
’shedded’ for repairs, such as will take 
some time or will need an overhead crane, 
the tender is often uncoupled from the 
engine and then stored outside. It is usually 
more convenient to store the tender in 
some handy location rather than on a spare 
siding, which may be some distance away. 
Accordingly, one can see an unattached 
tender in a line of vehicles, but as tenders 
are capable of being attached to other 
vehicles from only the rear end of the 
tender due to their being only drawbar 
provisions on the leading end, the tender 
is ALWAYS parked with the rear or cou- 
pling end facing the points of the siding 
upon which it is parked. In other words sir, 
the tender must be capable of being coupled 


directly to the shunt engine and withdrawn 
from its siding. 


Watering facilities and coal stages, ash 
pits and locomotive servicing facilities were 
triumphantly destroyed 30 years ago as the 
new age of locomotion descended upon us, 
and so present facilities tend to be ad hoc, 
make do or just plain improvised. Coal for 
preserved engines is often delivered by 
open wagon any time a tender needs filling, | 
and shovelled into the tender by labourers. 
Water is delivered by convenient hose, and 
ash is simply dropped onto the track, to be 
shovelled up, again, by labourers. Pretty 
labour intensive, so get those little people 
painted up and on duty. 

When out on a fan trip, coal and water 
must be available. The coal is usually 

rovided by arrangement, usually a wagon 
oad delivered in anticipation of the coming 
trip, and loaded perhaps by a local contrac- 
tor with small earth moving machinery such 
as an end loader. Water is often provided 
by simply having a local fire truck arrive 
and divest the contents of its water tank 
into the locomotive tender. This would 
make an interesting scene to model. 

One way to include more of the various 
operations described above would be to 
have a dummy steam engine which would 
be kept at your engine shed awaiting use on 
the next fan trip. To facilitate moving it 
around the shed by shunters as required, 
simply remove the motor. This would enable 
the locomotive to be shunted around as 
required. Another locomotive, complete 
with motor of course, could be used for 
those occasional fan trips. 

If your railway administration is far- 
sighted, a spare boiler would have been 
laid aside for future use, and it would be 
presently resting on wooden slabs at an 
out-of-the-way position in your yard. 

The above operations and procedures 
can easily be phased into just about any 
model railway, whatever its primary hy- 
pothesis, and will add colour, character 
and more importantly, contrast to modern 
prototype modelling. 


Chuck keys used in elec- 
tric drills and bench drills tend 
to eventually wear out, usu- 
ally on those few teeth which 
do all the work when tighten- 
ing up a chuck. This is par- 
ticularly noticeable with keys 
which have the tee handle 
offset to one side, as the key 
then is predominantly used 
on one side, so to speak. 
When the key becomes too 
worn to continue to use safely, 
simply drive the handle cat 
the shaft of the key so that the 
long side of the tee handle 
protrudes on the opposite side 
to its former we, The 
*hand’ of the key has now 
been reversed, and new teeth 
have been called into play. 
This will extend the life of the 
key and some money will have 
been saved which can be 
diverted to the advertisers in 
these pages. 


EWHW 
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More on Modelling Tools 


I have just read Andy Pell’s excellent 
article on modelling tools, and Richard 
Comber’s comments in the September/ 
October 1989 BRMNA Journal, and I feel 
prompted to add a few observations of my 
own. As Mr Comber says, no two mod- 
elmakers will have identical opinions as to 
which tools are essential and which are 
merely desirable, but certainly any begin- 
ner who elects to follow these two gentle- 
men’s guidelines is unlikely to go far wrong. 

Unlike Andy Pell, I do have an engi- 
neering background, together with 15-odd 
years of amateur kitbashing and scratchbuild- 
ing, and two years as a professional mod- 
elmaker; so perhaps my comments, from a 
slightly different perspective, might be of 
some value to fellow modellers. The fol- 
lowing notes are taken from a (very) rough 
draft of an article I have had lying around 
for a long time, and which one of these days 
I might even get around to having fal 
lished! | 

It is unfortunately true that good tools 
are expensive, but it certainly pays divi- 
dends to invest in the best quality tools one 
can afford, and buy, for example, a few 
good needle files rather than two dozen 
mediocre ones for the same price - most of 
which you probably won’t use anyway (I 
find I use a half round file about 50% of the 
time, flat, knife-edge, round, square and 
triangular occasionally and the. rest hardly 
at all). Much money can be saved by buying 


judiciously at flea markets and garage. 


Sales. Don’t buy tools that are obviously 
worn out, but a coating of dirt or a few rust 
spots are nothing to worry about. Many old 
tools, under the dirt and congealed grease, 


are of surprisingly good Nr The fact 


that they have lasted at all is a recommen- 


dation in itself; poor quality tools generally 


break or wear out long before they arrive 
on the secondhand market! I have, for 
example, an old engineer’s square inher- 
ited from my father who bought it second- 
hand back in the 1930s. It is probably 80 
years old at least, and looks it, but it is still 
dead accurate and will certainly last me my 
lifetime. 

One items that neither Mr Pell nor Mr 
Comber mention, and which seems to me 
to be absolutely essential, is some kind of 
toolbox, cabinet or rack. Tools left lying 
around get damaged, lost or used for 
unauthorised purposes, so some kind of 
storage unit is vital. It doesn’t need to be 
elaborate or expensive, an ordinary plastic 
fishing tackle box makes an excellent small 
toolbox, or if you prefer everything in plain 
sight, a sheet 5 pegboard with hooks, 
attached to the back of your bench. 

Neither author mentions benches ei- 
ther. Once again, a workspace doesn’t 
need to be elaborate. My own modelling 
bench is an old student’s desk, which | 
picked up secondhand in a junk store years 
ago for about $15, and it serves its purpose 
admirably. It’s possible to build modeis on 
the proverbial corner of the kitchen table 
- indeed, some incredible work has been 
done under just such conditions - but a 
segregated and somewhat organised work- 
space makes everything so much easier! 

With regard to other items; needle files 
are essential of course, but I would also 
recommend having one or two bigger files. 


by Mike Price (BC) 


Reprinted from BRMNA Journal 
January/February 1990 with the kind 
permission of the Editor. 


Trying to file a straight edge on a sheet of 
brass 2”-3” long with a needle file is a 
painful exercise, but is achieved in a few 
seconds with a bigger file. An 8” half 
round, double-cut smooth file will be found 
the most all-round useful; others can be 
added as opportunity and need present 
themselves, including at least one flat file 
with a safe edge (i.e. one edge with no 
teeth), for filing up to a previously finished 
surface. And it has been said many times 
before, but it always bears repeating, 
NEVER use a file without a handle! 
Saws; a razor saw is essential for making 
straight, accurate cuts in wood, plastics or 
metal, but for cutting intricate shapes in 
these materials, nothing in my opinion, 
beats a jeweller’s saw. This is essentially 
nothing more than a rather superior pierc- 
ing saw with an adjustable frame. It will 
take regular piercing saw blades in addition 
to jewellér’s blades, which can be bought 
in all sizes down to 6/0 (so fine that the 
teeth are scarely visible). A blade this fine 
will make clean cuts even in brass shim- 
stock, which says something. For cutting 
metals with a jeweller’s saw some kind of 
lubricant is necessary since the teeth have 
very little ’set’; 3-in-1 oil can be used, but 
candle wax is less messy. I keep a candle 
stub on my bench, and simply draw the 
blade across it once before starting a cut. 
Jeweller’s saws, like piercing saws, cut on 
the down stroke, of course. ; 
. Tweezers I don’t use any more. Instead 
I recently acquired one of those how on 
Earth did { manage before I bought this?’ 
- type tools - a surgical hemostat. This is 
like a very tiny pair of pliers with elongated 


handles ending in scissor-type loops, and 


equipped with a locking clip so that it can 
be locked closed. In addition to its obvious 
use for holding small parts, a hemostat can 
also be used as a tiny clamp or vise, as a 
heat sink when soldering small parts, and 
for bending and forming thin wire and 
strip. Altogether a most useful tool (espe- 
cially in N scale I would think), but perhaps 
not too easy to find. I bought mine at a flea 
market. eae 

‘Pliers; most pliers have serrated jaws, 
but if you can find a pair of needle nose 


pliers with smooth jaws, they are much 


superior for model making purposes when 
you want to hold small parts firmly without 
damaging finished surfaces. A jeweller’s 
supply store is a good source of these, ‘and 


‘indeed of a bewildering variety of pliers of 
_ all kinds. 


_ Craft knife; absolutely essential, of course, 
but it seems that many, even highly expe- 
rienced modellers, don’t realise that craft 
knife blades can be sharpened on an oil- 
stone, just like any other cutting tool. I find 
that a fine India stone, followed by a few 
strokes on a hard black Arkansas, using 3- 
in-1 oil as a cutting lubricant ques re- 
stores a razor edge to a craft knife blade. 


I guess the manufacturers don’t want you © 


to know this, so that they can sell you more 
blades! Also, blades are available in sets in 
a great many weird and wonderful! shapes, 
but once again it seems to me to make more 
sense to simply buy the blades that you 
actually need. I find I use a medium-sized 
30 blade about 90% of the time, a curved 


_ blade for making windows in card buildings 


or coach sides, and a chisel-edged blade 
occasionally; you may find that some of the 
special shapes have their uses. 

Glues; I use ordinary white wood glue 
for most purposes, epoxy or cyanoacrylate 
for special uses such as bonding metals, or 
metals to other materials, and ’Mekpak’ or 
similar solvent for styrene plastics. 

i gnter when using solvent adhe- 
sives to assemble plastic parts, the best way 
is to position the parts FIRST, then apply 
the solvent either with a fine brush or a 
hypodermic needle to the joint line, if 
possible to the unseen face of the joint. As 
long as the joint is reasonably close-fitting 
(as it should be) the solvent will flow into 
the joint by wear action. Hold the 
parts together for a few seconds longer, 
and that’s it. That way you avoid the 
’splash it on fast, and two seconds to press 
the parts together’ problem mentioned by 
Andy Pell. Also, to hold parts together 
while gluing, a variety of clamping devices 
can be bought, but I find ordinary wooden 
clothes pins to be extremely useful. They 
are Cheap, readily available, quick to apply, 
hold firmly and do not damage finished 
surfaces. | 

Bench vise; I would rate this as essen- 
tial. A fully adjustable type such as the 
Panavise’, which can be rotated 360 hori- 
zontally and 180 in the vertical plane and 
locked in any position, might seem to be 
the most useful, but I find that an ordinary 
fixed vise is perfectly adequate 99% of the 
time. My own is once again a flea market 
acquisition, a battered veteran of unknown 
age and manufacture, but with the odd 

eculiarity that the back jaw is the moving 

jaw, rather than the usual front jaw. No 

ee. it works perfectly well. It cost me 
! 


Micrometer; very useful, but perhaps a 
better tool for the modelmaker is a vernier 
caliper, which is more versatile and plenty 


accurate enough for our pele It can be 


used for both inside and outside measure- 
ments and as a depth gauge, will measure 
up to 6” or 14 cm, has both inches and 
metric on the same tool, and costs about 
the same as a micrometer. 

Drills; in North American fractional 
inch and number sized drills are more easily 
obtainable than metric, so while I generally 
use millimetres for most linear measure- 


- ments, I still drill holes in Imperial sizes. 


This hybrid system (if you can call it a 
system), while theoretically a mess, hasn’t 
caused me any particular problems. Num- 


‘ber drills are generally available in two sets 


(0-60 and 61-80), but to buy both complete 
sets'is expensive. It’s probably better to 
buy individual sizes as you need them. 
Very tiny drills can be held in a pin vise, 
but my all-time favourite tools is a ’Fore- 
dom’ jeweller’s power tool, basically simi- 


‘lar to the ’Dremel’, but more accurately 


engineered (and therefore more expensive! 
Mine was a Christmas gift.). It can be used 


i eer eee ere Cl. LAP ea Le © A ee ee | a 


not only for drilling, but also for holding a 
variety of shaped cutting tools, sandin 
drums, tiny grinding wheels, abrasive cuto 
discs (great for trimming rails to length), 
buffing wheels, wire brushes - the list is 
robably endless. Also, if you have a 
tiendly dentist, ask him for some worn-out 
burrs. These are usually discarded when 
too worn for grinding tooth enamel, but 
they are still suitable for shaping plastics 
and soft metals. The ’Foredom’ tool (usual 
disclaimer) is another of those *how did I 
manage before...?’ items. 

Well, I could probably go on for many 
more pages, but I think Ill finish by 
mentioning one other power tool that | 
regard as very useful; namely, a small 
bench grinder. A reasonably good one 
need not be expensive, but it comes in very 
handy for sharpening worn drills, cutting 
tools, reshaping plier jaws, and countless 
other uses. A bench grinder is also an 
essential adjunct to the modelmaker’s lathe; 
but that’s a whole other story.... 


Bob Wilkes (Ont) 

No doubt most everybody will write to 
you about Andy Pell’s tool kit, so I thought 
I would get my two bits worth in quickly. 
Ss: tue add a few bits and pieces to Andy’s 
Ists. 

To part AI would add three items. First 
a supply of Kleenex or the equivalent, but 
NOT a piece of rag. The uses for this 
material are manifold and do not need 
explaining. Second, a supply of toothpicks, 
but specifically the flat, tapered variety, 
not round ones. These are useful for all 
sorts of things, ranging from instant light 
reinforcement to modelling material as such 
to stirrers and a means to place small 
amounts of anything you like anywhere, 
especially glue. This raises my third addi- 
tion, which is a supply of flat bottom paper 
cups. These are not to drink beer from, as 
the smaller they are the better. Rather, 
when turned upside down the small dish in 
the base is useful beyond compare for 
handling small amounts of anything liquid 
or semi-liquid - glues, paints and so forth. 
In fact I often mix almost minute quantities 
of epoxy on one with a tooth pick. 

Part B gives one almost limitless scope, 
determined almost only by cost. So I will 
limit myself to things I have found to be 
truly useful. One item not noted in the list 
was soft jaw pieces for the vise. Further, it 
helps if the vise can rotate. Small pliers 
were in the list, but not bent nose ones, 
which are very useful for getting around 
corners. As an alternative to a watch- 
maker’s loupe, the binocular — head- 
band magnifiers are attractive. Recently I 
have acquired the two sizes of very light 
carpenter’s style C-cramps (made by X- 
acto) which are very handy in gluing even 
card structures. Finally, when playing with 
layout electrics, for example to try out a 
balky loco laid on its side, a selection of 
wires (preferably colour-coded) about a 
foot long with crocodile clips ends are 
invaluable. 


Graham Parsons (Ont) 
I would add one item to the ‘desirable’ 
list that no-one else has mentioned: a set of 
small broaches - really these are tiny ta- 
gabe reamers. These are useful for easing 
oles very slightly, and also to avoid the 
need to keep so many of the very expensive 
and very fragile small drill sizes in stock. 


asmanian M class at Drysdale on the 
ueenscliffe to Drysdale railway. 
hoto Chris Anderson 
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Hints and Tips 


Reprinted from BRMNA Journal 
October 1985 with the kind permission 
of the Editor 


Bert Holland (Ont) 

Railway modellers are notorious modi- 
fiers, adapters and reusers of other people’s 
junk. Sometimes, we even manage to rein- 
vent the wheel, but I hope that the follow- 
ing solutions to some of the odd problems 
which beset us do not fall into this latter 
category. 

Painting Ballast 

Rather than use the extremely tedious 
method of cee 4 ballast in situ, paint it 
beforehand. Use budgie grit as the basic 
material (I use the Hagen Brand). It is far 
cheaper than pre-coloured granite chip- 
pings, and virtually identical from the real 
thing. It can be painted by placing the 
desired quantity in a jam jar (no more than 
1/3 full) and then adding a large quantity 
of turpentine-thinned paint of the desired 
colour, such as Earth, Track colour, or the 
desired mixture thereof. The thinning should 
be about a 30 to 1 mixture, and enough 
should be added to soak all the grit. Close 
the jam jar, shake the contents until the 
mixture is homogeneous, and then spread 
it out on a tray to dry. Try a small batch 
first, as the colour when dry will not always 
be the same as the colour when wet. When 
the ballast is completely dry, crumble it to 
remove any caking, and then apply to the 
track in the usual way (as detailed ad 
nauseum in Railway Modeller’s featured 
layout every month). 

Horse Whips 

To add a touch of realism to that horse 
drawn reese van, add a horse whip, 
either in the driver’s hand or located ver- 
tically along side the foot board. The ideal 
material for this is a cat’s whisker. No need 
for animal lovers to get upset, cats shed 
their whiskers at the rate of one about 
every six weeks, so if you have a cat, just 
keep watching the carpets. If not, plead 
your case to a friend who has. If he or she 
already knows that you are a railway 
modeller, no further explanation should be 
necessary! Black whiskers are ideal as they 
do not require painting. A cat’s whisker is 
exactly the right size, strength and shape 
for the job. They curve naturally towards 
the thin end, and thus need no forming to 
represent a drooping whip. 


Mixing Paint 

Having recently embarked on the task 
of painting a large number of white metal 
and brass kits, I have been reading every- 
thing that I could find in the modelling 
press on this subject. Although the experts 
sometimes differ on their advice regarding 
technique, they are consistent on two points. 
Paint must be thoroughly mixed, and should 
ideally be above room temperature fe 
about body heat). These two states can be 
achieved very easily, and with no visible 
effort. Simply put the tin(s) of paint which 
you intend to use in your pocket and leave 
them there for an hour or so. Of course, 
this will not work if you intend to sit with 
your feet up reading the Journal, but 
normal activity over that period achieves 
perfect mixing, even for a tin which has 
stood undisturbed for months, and heats 
the paint at the same time. Be sure the lids 
are on tightly before trying this! 

Smokebox Door and Builder’s Plates 

This idea came to me after reading John 
Meakin’s article on the building of a model 
of L&YR A class 0-6-0 50289 in the August 
1982 issue of Railway Modeller. He com- 
missioned Kings Cross to etch a smokebox 
door number plate for this model, which 
they did using standard BR numbering 
format. Unfortunately, he did not have 
access to a photograph of the engine which 
showed the plate in question, for the BR 
smokebox door number plate carried by 
this engine was cast using the LMS style 
numbers, which differed considerably in 
shape from those normally used by BR. 
This I know because I purchased the plate 
in question from Horwich works in 1962 
(for the sum of 6/-, postage included!). The 
point of this rigmarole is this: for an 
accurate representation of a plate (num- 
ber, works, or shed), what could be better 
than a scaled-down photograph of the real 
thing? This is quite easy to produce if you 
have access to the plate and a darkroom. 
Simply take a black and white photograph 
of the plate against a black background 
from a Secease of about 20’, then print the 
negative to give a scale-sized positive print 
of the plate, which can be cut out and glued 
onto the model. 

Turntables 

I am in the process of building a turn- 
table from a pizza dish, a plastic bucket, a 
discarded clock mechanism and several bits 
from a scrapped typewriter, but that is 
another story! 


Soros: 
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Have you considered using LEDs for 
signalling or control panel indicators on 
your railroad? If not, here is your chance 
to learn about these useful devices in a 
series of articles aimed at the average 
modeller, technical jargon will be kept to 
a minimum. LEDs or Light Emitting Di- 
odes are a special form of diode which 
when a current is passed emit light. The 
original LEDs were all red which is the 
easiest to make, but fortunately for those 
who are interested in signals, they are now 
available in red, green, yellow and amber. 

LEDs come in convenient sizes for model 
railroaders, the three popular sizes are 
shown in Figure 1-1, and are suitable for N, 
HO and O respectively. There are literally 
thousands of types of LEDs, round with a 
domed end, round with a flat end, rectan- 
gular, even with arrow heads; unfortu- 
nately a lot of the interesting types are not 
available over the counter in small quanti- 
ties, so we wiil stick to the more common 
varieties. | have not included scale diame- 
ters, after all you are going to do some 
experimenting and can work out small 
details like that for yourself. Obviously we 
must relate to the incandescent lamps we 
are familiar with, so let’s look at the 
advantages and disadvantages on that basis. 


Advantages 
Long life 
Small heat generation 
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Doo THINK HES GoT 


ANY 'N'? 


LEDs 


by Robin Adair (Ont) 

Reprinted from the BRMNA Journal 
July/August 1990 with the kind 
permission of the Editor 

*This article is reproduced with the 
kind permission of the Editor, the 
interchange, the magazine of the 
Ottawa Valley Associated Railroaders 
(OVAR)’ 


Good and stable colour 

Easy to install 

Rugged and light 

Disadvantages 

Polarised - d.c. operation only 

Narrow angle of emission 

They require delicate soldering 

No use for illumination 

The main disadvantage is they are not 
reversible, i.e. they have an anode (+) and 
a cathode (-). Also the nominal operating 
voltage is 1.6 volts, not a standard battery 


For Sale 


Complete 0 gauge 
exhibition layout, 42’ 
x 16’, turntable, 
station, controllers (6 
V to 24 V), signals, 
curtains. Ready to put 
rolling stock on and 
run. Complete with 
custom built trailer 
to carry same. 
$10 000 or near 
offer 
Contact - 
Colin Shepherd 
(02) 558 7846 
or 
Norm Read 
(02) 642 3828 


For Sale 


Layout table, 8’ x 
4’, plywood and 
hemosite top. 


$75 or near offer 
Contact - 
John Freeman 
(043) 43 1618 


voltage or anormal model railroad voltage. 

The normal current limit is 20 mA, I 

sagt to use 10 mA for general use. I will 

e using +5 volts so that I can use TTL for 
control. Figure 1-2 shows the basic circuit 
and the symbol used for LEDs. The choice 
of identifying which are the anode and 
cathode leads varies with manufacturer, 
some use different lead lengths, others a 
flat on one side etc. I gave up trying to 
remember a long time ago and now use the 
test circuit Figure 1-3 to determine which 
lead is which. The anode is the one con- 
nected to the positive lead of the battery 
when the lamp is lit (if it doesn’t - reverse 
the leads) and will be connected to the + 
side of the circuit. As shown in Figure 1- 
4 1 bend the end of the anode lead after 
testing so that I don’t have to test twice. 
The other advantage of testing this way is 
that you know the LED works. 

Figure 1-3 gives the part numbers for 
Radio Shack (RS) items, you can get the 9 
V battery free at Radio Shack by asking for 
a battery card. If you want more technical 
information than I will be giving, get the 
Optoelectronics’ mini notebook from the 


same source. Radio Shack is not a good 


source for LEDs, but if you want to play 
and learn, pick up a packet of 20 assorted 
LEDs RS 276-1622, the parts for the test 
circuit, and so some applied research until 
next time. 
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FIG 1-1 


RS 270-273 
MINI CLIPS 
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Modelling Westrail’s Standard Gauge Line in HO Scale e 


Modelling the Westrail standard gauge 
line from Kwinana and Forrestfield to 
Kalgoorlie in HO scale (3-1/2 mm to the 
foot) requires a lot of scratchbuild and/or 
kit bashing, as there is not much available. 
Here are a few ideas. 


Westrail Locomotives 

L Class - use the Athearn SDP-40. A 
do et gives a good ‘look alike’, but a body 
rebuild as per the article in AMRM Janu- 
ary/February 1970, pp14-18 gives a much 
more accurate model. 

J and H Classes - use the Athearn 
$W1500 chassis and scratchbuild the body. 

K Class - you could use Far North 
Hobbies QR 1300 Class, but it is too short 
in length and too low in overall height. (If 
satisfied with this compromise, use 1300 
Class short hood and cab for H Class and 
scratchbuild the long hood.) 


Westrail Rolling Stock 

Broad Gauge Bodies recently released 
WVX/WBAX van is about all. However, 
you can modify Lima’s 8300 Class guard’s 
van to a WBC van (see the article in 
AMRM January/February 1981, pp33-35 
for prototype article) ere you can modify 
the Lifelike/Powerline wheat hoppers to a 
‘near enough’ WWA wheat hopper. 


Paint Colours 

Loco orange 

DATSUN Auto Spray Riverina Orange 
Original two tone blue 

Humbrol 23 Duck Egg Blue 
Humbrol 48 Mediterranean Blue for 
stripe 

Wagon yellow 

Humbrol 8 (mew wagons) 

Humbrol 24 Trainer Yellow 

Floquil Reefer Yellow (used wagons) 
Testor’s 1169 Flat Cavalry Yellow 
Buildings 

You need a passenger shelter, goods 

shed, loading bank and crane. I obtained 

lans for the first two from the Public 

elations Officer of Westrail, along with a 
yard layout/signalling diagram and time- 
table for Cunderdin, on which my layout 
will be based. The shelter and goods shed 
are standard plans for all towns between 
Northam and Southern Cross. I obtained 
plans of CBH’s grain facility at Cunderdin 
from CBH’s Public Relations Officer. All 
structures will have to be scratchbuilt. I 
used Vollmer’s brick sheet for the passen- 
ger shelter and goods shed. 

Fortunately, locomotives and rolling stock 
from other States can be seen on this line 
and models/kits of these are more plentiful. 
included below are those which I have 
hapa or intend to purchase or kit 
dash. 

Locomotives 

Only Australian National locomotives 
are seen. 

AL Ciass 

Broad Gauge Bodies made a kit to fit 
Athearn’s SD40-2 chassis several years ago. 
I got two from Casula Hobbies, but I don’t 
know whether they are still available. 

BL Class 

Powerline, but make sure that you get 
the BLs that run on the standard gauge, as 
the others are restricted to broad gauge 
tracks. 


by Norm Chapple 
Reprinted from ’The Branchline’ 


CL Class 

See AMRM July/August 1977, pp17-19, 
for a kit bashing article (Mains West did 
make a kit about eight years ago, but this 
is no longer available). 

DL Class 

An article on construction of a model of 
this Class is coming in AMRM ’soon’. 

GMI Class 

Modify Lima’s GM12/VR S/NSW 42 
Class 

GM12 Class 

Modify (differently) the above models. 

Use Calscale 5 chime air horn (available 
from Berg’s of Parrammatta) or GMS5 chime 
ait horn (available from Casula Hobbies of 
Liverpool, NSW) for the distinctive nose 
mounted horn cluster. 

Hornby’s GM12/VR S can similarly be 
used, if you can find them. 


Paint Colours 

Maroon - Humbrol R146 LMS Maroon 
(close match) 

Silver - Humbrol 11 silver or Tamiya 
Silver Grey 

Green - Humbrol 2 Emerald Green or 
Revell 61. Tamiya X5 is not bad, but a 
somewhat darkish green. 

Gold - Humbrol 24, Humbrol 69, Humbrol 
HS$220 Signal Yellow. Floquil Reefer Yellow. 

Grey (for roof) - Humbrol 31 

For a bit of variety, use Lima’s 38 Class 
steam loco and TAM, MBE, MFE coaches 
for a Bicentennial Train or Western En- 
deavour. See AMRM June 1982, pp28-29, 
if you want to make the locomotive more 
correct - use Silvermaz metal streamlining 
kit to make it into No 3801. 


Rolling Stock 

Lima 

Indian Pacific coaches need roof 
modifications (fans) and one end blanked 
off on the power van. The guards van. The 
guard’s van is still required. 

ELX/AOBX open wagon (code 
based on door ee placed) - also 
modify to an AKFX slab steel carrier as per 
AMRM June, pp51-53. 

. Grey container wagon - modify to 
FBX/ACFX as per AMRM September/ 
October 1976, pp24-25. 

. Car transporter can also be modi- 
fied to look ’more Australian’. 

ELX/VOBX open wagon. 

Broad Gauge Bodies 

GMX/AOMX open wagon, VEX/ABEX 
van, RMX/AQMX flat wagon, ELX/VOBX 
open wagon (smooth sided), VLX/VLCX 
van (two types - different doors), VFX/ 
ABFX van, OB/AOGA open wagon, SGMX/ 
AOFX open wagon, VSX/Vlex van. 

Camco 

HGM/HGX/NOGX open wagon 

Scaleways 

GBX/AOEX open wagon (I haven’t 


bought this as I scratchbuild mine from 


AMRM plans). 

Broad Gauge Models 

FQX/VQCX flat - kit bash to a FOX/ 
AQCX as per AMRM August 1989, pp51- 
Be 


CFX flat 
AR Kits 
GLX/NLGX van 
OCX/NQOX flat 
CFX flat 
Rails North 
CLX/NLCX van 
KLY/NLKY van 
HLV/HLX/NLHX van 
Iron Horse (Friedmont) 
BDX/NOBX open wagon 
VHX/VLOX van 
JLX/NLJX van 
There is also a V roofed WVX van, but 
the + heer ye of these kits is not up to the 
Standard of the others (but then again, 
neither is the price!). 
Casula 
OCY/NOQOY flat (now under Silvermaz 
label) 
Trax/Powerline 
BDX/NOBX open wagon 
Silvermaz 
40’ bogie water gin for your steam 
locomotive WTY/NGTY grain hopper 
Athearn 
2006 86’ flat car for AFIY piggyback flat 


Paint Colours 

AN(R) Brown 

Humbrol 70 Black Red, Floquil Tuscan 
or Scalecoat Oxide Red 

AN Green and Gold 

As for their locomotives 

NSW Black — 

Humbrol 53 Gun Metal, Humbrol 67 
Tank Grey 

NSW Blue 

Humbrol HR135 BR Blue, Humbrol 
HR111 Freight Stock Blue 

NSW Red Scalecoat Tuscan, Polly § 
Boxcar Red, Humbrol M12 matt Wine Red 

Vic Red/Brown 

Floquil Zinc Chromate Primer, Floquil 
Tuscan/Boxcar Red (50-50), Floquil Ca- 
boose Red/Tuscan Red (50-50), Humbrol 
HR110 Red, Polly S Boxcar Red 

The various red and brown colours give 
different shades - the effect of weathering 
while in use. 


Plans 

Plans of Westrail locomotives and roll- 
ing stock are available from Westrail (Graham 
Watson allowed me to photocopy his roll- 
ing stock plans many years ago) and a few 
have appeared in AMRM (refer to their 25 
Year Index, covering up to 1988). 

Australian National have plans of loco- 
motives and rolling stock available at $2 
each. Write to their headquarters in Keswick, 
SA. 

I assume that NSW and Victoria also 
have plans available. Many suitable wag- 
ons have been described in AMRM (again, 
refer to the 25 Year Index) and a few in the 
AMRA Journal. 

Availability 

AR Kits are available at Perth Hobby 
Centre. | 

Powerline and Lima models are avail- 
able from Stanbridge’s Hobbies, Perth Hobby 
Centre and Hobbycraft (Fremantle). 

Broad Gauge Models from Perth Hobby 
Centre - last time I was in Stanbridge’s 


Hobbies (about March, I think), the pro- 
prietor (John Watts?) was planning on 
ordering some kits. 

Broad Gauge Bodies from Hobbycraft. 

(This list may be out of date by now, as 
I don’t get to. Perth all that often to check 
out the model shops.) 

I use Casula Hobbies’ mail order service 
for most of my needs, especially rolling 
stock kits, and I have found them to be very 
efficient and approachable. 

I subscribe to AMRM, Rail Australia, 
Western Rails and the AMRM Journal for 
modelling and prototype information. 

If you model ’over the fence’ too, don’t 

rouge Weico’s white metal Holdens, Fords 
and Austin truck and tourist bus kits. 
I knew I would forget something! Far 
North Hobbies make ends for the 
Prospector rail cars - I’m still searching 
for a suitable ’middle’. 

If I can be of assistance (plans, informa- 
tion, etc) to anyone who wants to model 
this line, then I would be only too happy 
to help. Similarly, if anyone can add to my 
knowledge, modelling or prototype, then I 
would love to hear from them. My postal 
address is - 

Norm Chapple 

PO Box 139 

BOYANUP WA 6237 

and my telephone number is 097 31 

15. 


Wanted to Buy 


Malcolm Booker (02) 451 8807 
11 Kildare Grove 
Killarney Heights NSW 2087 


1 off Hornby (1977) R429GWR 
Composite Coach 


|| 3 off Hornby (1974) R626 BR 
Composite Coach, red and 
yellow, grey roof 


3 off Triang (1970) R626 BR 
Composite Coach, dark red and 
yellow, grey roof 


|| Triang Catalogues 1, 4 and 7 


3 off Hornby G104 3 1/2” gauge 
Rocket coach 


Meccano, prefer older larger set, 
but interested in any. 


Meccano magazines: 


Aug 1932, Jan 1938 

Mar, May, Jul, Aug, Dec 1940 
Feb, Mar, Apr, May, Jun, Jul, 
Aug, Sep 1924 

Jul, Aug, Sep, Oct, Nov, Dec 
1923 
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President’s Piece 


When I ’volunteered’ for this job at our 
last AGM, it was somewhat on the basis 
that I had decided I would rather talk than 
write, but, I keep getting these messages 
that I should put pen to paper once again, 
so, for NSW Branch members in particular, 
and AMRA members in general, here we 
g0. 

NSW Branch Committee of 


Management 

Vice President - Fred Green - in Biblical 
terms - Peter the rock on which we depend. 
Always there to unlock and if necessary 
lock up again at Rockdale. My thanks for 
the wisdom of Frank Potts’ casting vote at 
the AGM. 

Secretary - Dave Bennett - draftsman of 
readable minutes, driving force behind the 
N scale layout, member of our 50 Hz 
committee. 

Treasurer - Jack Parker - bean counter 
in-chief, never before in the history of the 
Branch have the auditors had such clearly 
set out books to audit. 

Exhibition Manager - Bob Wardrop - 
also a member of our 50 Hz committee, 
Bob manages our exhibitions rather better 
than he thinks he does. Having initially had 
this job dropped on him at very short 
notice, Bob has picked up the batton and 
run very strongly ever since. 

Committeeman - Ralph Wambeek - 
unfortunately required to miss some meet- 
ings due to the incessant beepings of his 
pager. Pager permitting, Ralph performs 
sterling service as Layout Supervisor, has 
been known to keep five drivers operating 
happily at the same time, while operating 
the CTC panel. 

Committeeman - Steve Lynch - elected 
to this position at the AGM has unfortu- 
nately decided that his future lies else- 
where, made a positive contribution to our 
clinic program before retiring. 

Committeeman - vacancy - filled by the 
appointment of Craig Withers. Craig is one 
of our newer, younger members, with lots 
of energy and lots of ideas. My main hope 
is to convince Craig that although we can’t 
do everything instantaneously he shouldn’t 
Stop trying. 

As well as the executive committee 
members listed above, we have the follow- 
ing appointees, elected members and vol- 
unteers: 

Public Officer - Father Norman Read - 
official collector of all bills, insists on 
passing them on to our Treasurer, no 
matter how hard Jack dodges. 

Branch Reporter - Keith Wall - lost one 


round to Australia Post’s letter eating 
machinery, but has now got them beaten. 

Librarian - Craig Withers - with a little 
help from Ben, keeps the book shelves in 
order and looks after the needs of borrow- 
ers. 

Roster Clerk - Phil Lee - by the time this 
is printed, we hope Phil will be recovering 
from his nervous break down due to the 
1990 exhibition. If you wish to keep Phil 
healthy next year, please fill in and return 
the next exhibition roster he mails you. 

Sales Officer - at the moment appears to 
be a composite volunteer named Norman 
Bennett, or is it Dave Read? We have litre 
bottles of PVA glue available for $4.50, 
plus a range of top quality miniature switches 
and LEDs ex-stock. What else? You won’t 
know if you don’t ask. 

Auctioneer - Phil Kelly - Membership 
No 970 of 19/12/63. Took up position as 
Auctioneer/Secretary when the Federal COM 
came to Sydney in the late ’60s, has re- 
tained position of Auctioneer ever since 


pie three events missed out on in that 


time), as well as many terms as Secretary, 
Committeeman, layout builder and super- 
visor, in addition to terms of service as 
Federal Vice President and Secretary. Has 
successfully flogged everything from brass 
locos to stainless steel sinks. 

Your 1990 Committee of Management 
is working as a team. 

You, the NSW Branch member should 
be proud of them. 

You, the NSW Branch member should 
be supporting them. 

You, the NSW Branch member should 
be making use of them, and your clubroom 
and the facilities and programs provided 
for YOU. As stated on these pages previ- 
ously, if you have any suggestions for the 
Branch program, please let your COM 
know, we are not in possession of any 
crystal balls. 

Well, you may ask, what has this team 
achieved? 

Firstly, we've paid all the bills and kept 
the clubrooms open, in itself a not incon- 
siderable task. 

By the time you read this, we will have, 
hopefully, held yet another successful 
exhibition, despite the now too common 
rumours that start to spread a week or two 
after invites to exhibit are mailed out, that 
there will be ’no exhibition at Liverpool 
this year’. It’s surely time that the member(s) 
responsible grew up. We have had a few 
top quality movie and slide shows, pre- 
sented by such as John S Glastonbury, 
Colin Gilbertson and Ray Love. We have 
had a number of successful clinics. 

For those who missed out, we can still 


supply the notes from - build a fettlers tent, 
a simple exercise in cardboard modelling. 
Making printed circuit boards. Making your 
own track and points. Please enclose an 
SSAE with your enquiry to the Secretary. 

We have had another superbly organ- 
ised annual dinner, thanks to Ed Hogan, 
who not only arranged for an excellent 
guest speaker, Claude Potterton, whose 
subject was "Trams - Sydney and Else- 
wheres’, supported by some excellent slides, 
but supplied me with a set of notes for the 
occasion. I remembered to use them all 
except one. 3 

"Happy 34th birthday, NSW Branch’ 

We continue to hold our layout operat- 
ing sessions, usually at least two per month. 

Our modelling competition was a total 
failure, with only one competitor, but the 
afternoon had to be counted as a success 
due to the informative show and tell ses- 
sion. 

We held a very successful Open Day at 
Rockdale during July, which gained us 
some new members and had quite a few old 
faces present that hadn’t seen Rockdale for 
years. 

We have another Open Day scheduled 
to be held following our Exhibition. Hope- 
fully, both of these events will have in- 
creased our membership. 

We have actually started to advertise 
the Branch by means of a published pro- 


prams which we are having displayed in 


obby shops, by courtesy of their respec- 
tive owners. If any NSW Branch member 
knows of a hobby shop not displaying a 
program, please contact either myself or 
any other member of the COM. 

Oh yes. The 50Hz committee. This is a 
small band of gentlemen who are all employed 
in that field, who, on behalf of the COM 
have surveyed the clubrooms and are now 
in the process of installing an emergency 
lighting system, as well as arranging addi- 
tional wiring to allow control of the lighting 
“bee from the convenience and safety of 
the front door. They are also examining the 
possibilities of an additional means of access 
to the 0 Gauge layout area. 

What comes next? That is partly up to 
you. 

I can but repeat, these clubrooms and 
their facilities, are here for the use of 
YOU, the members of the NSW Branch. 

It is very sad to witness, as I did, at the 
1990. NSWR Modelling Convention, a 
member of this Branch asking Bob Gal- 
lagher if AMRM would reprint modelling 
articles from issues now out of print. Said 
member apparently has the time to write to 
Pop Valve at great length discussing 
constitutional matters, even though he clearly 


cannot differentiate between the Federal 
and NSW constitutions, but does not have 
the time to make a much more productive 
visit to Rockdale to read the magazine 
articles he apparently needs so desperately. 
Oh well, may be I’m wrong in thinking that 
this is a model railway association, but I 


hope NOT. 


Boringly yours, ’till next time. 


Phil Kelly 


Programme 
DECEMBER 
1 Sat Christmas Dinner 
7 Fri Layout operation 
15 Sat Layout operation 
21 Fri No meeting 


JANUARY 1991 


5 Sat Layout operation 
11 Fri Layout operation 
19 Sat Show and tell - show your 
Christmas goodies 
25 Fri Members’ slides and videos 
FEBRUARY 
2 Sat Annual General Meeting 
8 Fri Layout operation 
9 Sat Joint Clinic meeting with 
SCMRA Loco Sound 
system 
16 Sat Auction 
22 Fri Layout operation 
MARCH 
2 Sat _—_ Clinic - throttle controllers 
8 Fri Layout operation 
16 Sat Clinic - build a throttle 
22 Fri Movie and slide night - John 
S Glastonbury 
31 Sun Layout operation 
APRIL 
6 Sat _—_ layout operation 
12 Fri Clinic - build your own rail 
wagons 
20 Sat Model competition 
26 Fri Layout operation 
MAY 
” Sat Layout operation 
10 Fri__— Clinic - scenic modelling 
18 Sat Open day- 10 am to 5.30 pm 
24 Fri Layout operation 
JUNE 
1 Sat Auction 
14 Fri Slide night - guest speaker 
Col Gilbertson 
15 Sat Layout operation 
28 Fri Layout operation 


Meetings at Clubrooms, Chapel Lane, 
Rockdale, are held on - 

Ist and 3rd Saturdays and 

2nd and 4th Fridays 

Unless otherwise specified, meeting times 


are as follows: 


Fridays 


Saturdays 


7.30 - 11 pm 
2 - 5.30 pm 


Auctions: Goods for sale to be booked 


in by 2 
AMRA 


pm.: 


NSW) Clubroom telephone 


number is 567 1899. 
All correspondence regarding NSW 
Branch matters should be addressed to - 
_ The Secretary 
PO Box 194 
ROCKDALE NSW 2216 


Keith Wall 
Branch Reporter 


Open Day 

Our open day as gazetted in Journal 
operated from 10 am till 5.30 pm, with 
many members remaining till hours later: 

Sixty one members and visitors enthusi- 
astically involved themselves in the pro- 
ceedings. Each of the four layouts were 
operational. 

1 The N scale layout worked like a 

charm. 
2 The new IN-SITU HO layout cer- 
tainly gave great satisfaction to the HO 
fans, but the poor CTC operator was tested 
to the hilt and deserves at least a purple 
certificate. Good job, Fred Stell. 

3. That grand Old Hawkesbury HO 
layout once again operated successfully, 
but what was really interesting was the 
popularity of the 0 scale layout. Even 
though two of the keenest 0 gaugers were 
absent interstate, there were 13 engines, 35 
carriages and 60 freight wagons running. 

Morning and afternoon tea with bis- 
cuits, cakes and savouries was served by 
our lovely ladies, so may I say, on behalf 
of all who enjoyed the day - 

Thank you ladies - thank you gentle- 
men. 


Ed Hogan 
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General Notes 


The COM wish to advise that the NSW 
N Scale Club has been given permission to 
use our Clubrooms as a meeting place on 
a limited basis, provided a member of the 
COM is present, on a trial basis to be 
reviewed every 12 months. 

We also have some of our younger 
members of AMRA who are putting into 
operation on our HO track work to Scale 
Timetable (worked out on computer). This 
is limited to the number of members and 
will go under the name of POG. 

On 14 September our clinic of building 
your own track and points, which were 
demonstrated by John Lischeld, Jack Parker 
and Phil Kelly, N, HO and 0 gauges were 
well illustrated and with the notes supplied 
by them would make it very easy to make 
and save your money. 

Our Exhibition over the October holi- 
day weekend was a great success which will 
be reported by our Exhibition Manager in 
a future issue.. 
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President’s Piece 


I am pleased to report that the new 
Signalling Training Model Railway Layout, 
which has been built for the Queensland 
Railways with significant input from AMRA 
Queensland Branch was completed in 
contract time, alterations and additions 
included. Our (and QR’s) thanks must go 
to Tony Weber for both liaising with QR 
and for organising AMRA members to 
work on the very large training layout. 
There were a few hiccups with the layout, 
but in the end, everything has worked out 
okay. By the time the layout has been 
designed by professional railwaymen, built 
by tradesmen with help from AMRA, had 
the electronics included and moved from 
Redbank near Brisbane to its permanent 
home at the QR Driver Training School at 
Rockhampton, about 600 km north, a very 
valuable training aid has been created. The 
layout is built at a constant height or level 
for tuition purposes and one cannot help 
but be impressed by it. Just looking at the 
large-scale signals is enough to make one 
drool, as they are authentic and accurate 
models of every type of signal which a 
driver is likely to encounter. Also, the 
track plan includes every type of prototype 
situation which a QR driver can expect to 
pass through when he is on the job. Hopefully, 
we'll be able to include an article for the 
next issue of Journal on the layout. 

It is significant that it has been AMRA 
Queensland who have been asked to par- 
ticipate in the construction of yet an- 
other layout for the Queensland Rail- 
ways, this time one which could be in 
use for years as a training aid for all new 
QR drivers, and one which has been 
built to functional and very professional 


standards. It is worth noting that it is 


only by being a member of AMRA that 
a modeller has a chance of being in- 
volved in such up front’ activities. 
When we first had discussions with 
Queensland Railways about the layout, 


BBI8-1/4 No 1079, one of the 
Queensland Railways tour engines stops 
outside the AMRA _  Queensland- 
Clubrooms at South Brisbane station 
on an all stations special run by QR as 
part of a Colonial Festival in the city 
on Saturday 6 October 1990. Many 
AMRA members joined the train for 
the return trip to Cannon Hill, on the 
Thorneside line. The Branch Secretary, 
Tony Weber, chats to the loco crew 
before boarding the train. 

Photo by S Malone 
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a majority of members felt that we were 
obliged to do the layout because of our 
leasing position with the QR in respect to 
the clubrooms. Some felt that by saying no 
to the request for help with the layout, we 
would be jeopardising our lease at south 
Brisbane, although there has never been 
anything to indicate that this was so. 
Nevertheless, may be it is time that we gave 
some serious thought to putting up a build- 
ing for club purposes at Zillmere on our 
endee This wouldn’t happen overnight, 

ut we could make a start. It would proba- 
bly take another four or may be five years 
before we could move into the building. 
Firstly, we would have to pay out our 
current loan and then raise sufficient funds 
so that we could approach the bank for 
another loan to put up the building. At 
least by building something of our own, we 
haven’t got the concern hanging over us 
that if we do say ’no’ to the QR upon some 
request, then we’ll have our lease re- 
viewed. It’s food for thought. 

Now to the auction, and I’m sure that all 
who attended it will agree that it went off 
pretty well. It was certainly a move in the 
right direction when we limited sellers to 20 
items, as this precluded outsiders arriving 
with many lots of low value or low interest 
items which were submitted for auction and 
thus consumed a lot of auction time. The 
main reason for holding an auction is for 
the benefit of AMRA members, not for 
outsiders wishing to get rid of things which 
they can’t sell anywhere else. This year we 


TO SYOMEY 


had finished with the sale, cleaned the hall 
and were on our way home by 4.45 pm. I’m 
pretty sure that there were no complaints 
from bidders or sellers alike. As well as 
people from Brisbane, we had people turn 
up from the Sunshine Coast, Toowoomba, 
northern New South Wales and one chap 
from Sydney. This fellow would have needed 
a small truck to take all the gear which he 
bought back to Sydney. 

There was a suggestion from within the 
branch that we move the auction date back 
into August, but it is felt both by the 
Committee of Management and by a ma- 
jority of members attending the September 
General Meeting that the auction should 
stay on the first Saturday in September. If 
there is a Federal or State political election 
on that day, then the hall wouldn’t be 
available for our use and another date 
would have to be chosen. 

At the 1991 Brisbane Model Railway 
Show in May of that year, there will be a 
modelling contest for scratchbuilt locomo- 
tives, steam, diesel or electric. There will 
only be one prize, $100 cash and a trophy, 
that being a mounted chrome plated ’Pandrol’ 
track clip. If you feel that you would like 
to enter, please contact Tony Weber for 
details. 

I would like to take this opportunity to 
wish all our members and their families a 
very happy and safe Christmas and New 
Year. 


Bob Mawson 
Queensland notes continued on page 
134. 
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PRESIDENT’S REPORT 
FOR 1989/90 


Good evening members, it gives me 
pleasure to present to you the President's 
Report for 1989/90. 

The year just finished has been one of 
stability and consolidation. The Committee 
of Management has continued on a course 
of action that it believes will be for the 
benefit of the members of this Branch, and 
also the Association. 

As you sit here tonight, just pause for 
a moment and reflect on your surround- 
ings. The Building, quite substantial, and 
very suitable for our needs. The Layout 
downstairs, which is available for the use of 
all members. The Library, a valuable re- 
source of information, and I am happy to 
say is being added to all the time. The 
Heating in the hall, and the none-too- 
comfortable chairs you are sitting on now, 
all come at a cost. A cost which you dear 
members have helped to cover over the 
years. We have here an asset which is the 
envy of others, and the reason we have it, 
is because of a committment from previous 
Committee’s of Management and mem- 
bers, the present Committee and members 
and I hope, future COM’s and members 
also. 

With those thoughts in mind I would 
now like to briefly cover the events of this 
year. 

As part of the objective to improve the 
building, and its facilities, a number of 
changes have taken place throughout the 
year. 

The Retiree’s Group have painted most 
of the downstairs areas with the Library to 
be completed in the near future. With the 
painting of the kitchen the opportunity was 
taken to obtain a new gas stove and also to 
reposition the two refrigerators. This change 
has given more space for Willsland and the 
layout room. On behalf of the Committee 
of Management and the members may I 
take this opportunity to sincerely thank the 
Retiree’s Group for a job well done. 

Members have also made a valuable 
contribution to the maintenance of the 
building by way of Working Bee’s. I know 
from my own experience that it’s not always 
possible to get to them all, but for those of 
you who do, be it one, two or more 
occasions during the year, your help is 
greatly appreciated. Not only does it indi- 
cate your committment, but it also helps to 
keep costs incurred by the Branch down to 
a manageable level. 

In addition to this, two of our members 
have also been involved with a substantial 
re-wiring project in the downstairs area. 
Not only has the work covered re-wiring, 
but has also taken in a re-allocation of 


lights over the layout. As well, additional 
power points have been provided in the 
same area. This job represents a consider- 
able amount of time and labour for these 
two members and the Branch is truly 
indebted to them for their efforts. The two 
members don’t wish public recognition, but 
tonight I would certainly like to thank both 
Arthur and Jack for what they have done 
on behalf of us ail. 

This year, in response to an earlier 
invitation from the Corio Model Railway 
Club, AMRA members took Kyneton to 
Geelong for the Corio Exhibition held on 
the Australia Day weekend in January. 
Our thanks go to those who assisted with 
the loading, the setting-up, operation and 
packing away of the layout for the week- 
end. Ina reciprocal arrangement the Corio 
modellers will be operating their layout at 
Camberwell next year. 

More recently, Branch members took 
our smaller exhibition layout, Linton, to 
the Model Rail Expo 90 at Box Hill in June, 
and also to Mildura for a starring role in a 
film production. Again our thanks go to the 
members who helped in this regard. 

The Committee of Management is also 
hopeful that Branch members will be able 
to operate one of our layouts at a country 
model railway exhibition each year. In 
doing so it should raise the profile of the 
Association within the hobby. 

Work on the main layout continues with 
track ballasting and landscaping taking 
place. Also the Layout Group have Te- 
aren the layout fascia boards, which has 

rightened the operating area considera- 
bly. In addition the new branch line along 
the south wall is now fully operative. The 
branch will add a new dimension to the 
operation of the layout, particularly on 
timetable days. The small group of mem- 
bers who work on the layout each Tuesday 
night and who have acheived all this are to 
be congratulated. 

During the year we had the opportunity 
to purchase a quantity of rolling stock and 
buildings. Some of the rolling stock will be 
modified and used by the Branch. Equip- 
ment that is not suitable for our use will be 
sold through Willsland. Also, if any member 
should see suitable Australian freight roll- 
ing stock on sale at good prices, grab it, as 
we have a dearth of this type of equipment. 

Again, our Exhibition at Camberwell 
this year was deemed to be a success, 
although our resources were really stretched 
at times. Attendance figures were slightly 
down, and in spite of our tax burden we 
have managed a small profit. Costs con- 
tinue to rise and we will need to keep a 
close look at these if we are to have a viable 
proposition in the future. I feel the exhibi- 
tion this year was good value, and from 
what I see on offer for 1991 the standard 


is going to be just as good. Our apprecia- 
tion goes to all who had an involvement 
with the exhibition, and let’s see you there 
again next year. 

While still on Exhibition matters | would 
like to take this opportunity to make spe- 
cial recognition for the efforts of Elizabeth 
Secker as oe Manager over the past 
six years. The task is not an easy one and 
the dedication of Elizabeth over the period 
has been apparent with her desire to pres- 
ent a balanced meal to the people workin 
at the exhibition. Elizabeth has retire 
from the position and has handed over the 
responsibility to Carol Jenkinson who will 
look after our needs in 1991. I welcome 
Carol to the position and wish her well, and 
on behalf of all members I thank Elizabeth 
for her contribution to the Association. 

Social events during the year have in- 
cluded the Observation Run which took 
place in October, the Ladies Night at the 
Oriental Palace Mentone, in April and the 
Social Night at Choo Choo’s Restaurant 
Emerald, in July. All these events were 
well attended, which just goes to show, 
there is life after model railways. 

Mention should also be made of the 
effort from Jill and Graham Stockfeld, who 
ners Sebi: a willing band of helpers present 
the Open Weekend in August each year. 
The whole idea of this function is to 
promote the Hobby and Association, by 
way of an Open House to the public, and 
also to obtain some financial assistance for 
the upkeep of the layouts. Our thanks go 
to Jill and Graham and all the members 
who again helped to make this year a 
success. 

Production of Journal continues with 
Roger Lloyd and Bob Marsden in control, 
ably assisted by a dedicated group of 
members. Again it is only by the efforts of 
this group that Journal reaches you on a 
regular basis. However, you too can help 
with Journal, there is always a need for 
articles, product reviews, photographs, news 
items, to add interest to each issue. Don’t 
leave it for someone else, have a go. 

After the late finish to the Auction last 
year your Committee looked at ways of 
speeding up the process. A revised method 
was tried this year, the result being a much 
earlier finish. It is now mandatory that lots 
on offer must be in by 7.45 pm, and the 
Auction must be underway by 8.15 pm. If 
we don’t stay with these rules we’ll be back 
to the late finishes. 

For some time now we have been expe- 
riencing problems with false alarms from 
our security system. To help overcome this, 
new sensors have been installed. The result 
has been a reduction in the number of 
alarm calls. There is still a problem how- 
ever with members not recording entries 
and exits in the logbook. This must be done 
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so that audits can be made with the monthly 
statement from our security firm. 

There has also been a problem with the 
operation of our telephone answering 
machine. This has recently been replaced 
and at the same time the red pay phone has 
been discontinued. In place of the red 
phone will be a phone to receive incoming 
calls only. In addition a new phone has 
been placed in the layout room adjacent to 
the security system. This particular phone 
has a full dial-out facility and will be 
available for members. 

That, Ladies and Gentlemen wraps up 
my report for this year. However before | 
close, I would like thank you the members 
and also the members of committee for 
your support during the year. Also, Jack 
Treseder has decided not to continue on 
Committee, so on behalf of the Committee 
of Management, and the members, I would 
like to thank Jack for his involvement, both 
on committee, and also on maintenance 
around the building. Jack’s stirrings at 
committee meetings will certainly be missed, 
but I hope we will continue to see Jack’s 
presence with the Branch in the future. 
Jack, again, thank you very much. 

And thank you, Ladies and Gentlemen. 


Geoff Brown 
President1989/90 


Secretary’s Report - 
Year Ending June 1990 


Secretary’s Report delivered at the Second 
Annual General Meeting of the Victorian 
Branch Incorporated, held at Tim Dunlop 
House on 13 September 1990. 

The 12 months to 30 June 1990 have 
been very successful for our Branch with 
membership increasing to 284, an increase 
of 10 (4%) over 1989 (274) and the rate of 
growth compares very favourably with the 
Australia-wide decrease of 13 (1%). We 
were the first Branch to meet the target of 
50 new members set by Federal, and we are 
eligible for a $100 donation. 

The Federal Committee of Management 
recognise dedication to the Association 
and R P (Bob) Dunn was the recipient of 
a Meritorious Award at the December 1989 
meeting in appreciation of his service to the 
Victorian Branch, and, in particular, for 
his inspiration in the building of our first 
Victorian layout Kyneton. 

Victorian Branch Committee recognise 
service in the shorter term to our Branch, 
and the President’s 7 gv aoa Award 
was presented to David Marsden for his 
assistance with layout construction and 
general Club activities. 

During the year, we were entertained by 

uest speakers who gave up their time to 
Frisian our knowledge, and they were as 
follows: 

George Bambery, V/Line - Photographic 
techniques | 

Jerry Smidt, ARHS - Film night 

Stuart Westerman, AMRA - Auctioneer 


Graeme Nitz, AMRA - Video on UK — 


and USA 

Graham and Jill Stockfeld, AMRA - 
Reverse Raffle 

Graeme Nitz, AMRA - Members’ slides 

Robert Bogie and Graeme Nitz, AMRA 
- Loco hauling competition 

Robert Bogie and Graeme Nitz, AMRA 
- Rolling stock maintenance _ | 
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The results of the monthly competitions 
held on meeting nights were as follows: 

Photographic Award - Stuart Wester- 
man 

Fyte Thorpe Award 
(Australian Kits) 

Gordon Duncan Award - Peter England 
(Overseas Kits) 

Bob Edwards Cup - Arthur Jenkinson 
(Open Modelling) ; 

Our 21st Exhibition, held at Camber- 
well Civic Centre, was again successful, 
although numbers were down on previous 
years. The efforts of Bob Edwards and his 
committee in the organisation and presen- 
tation of the display, which included our 
own Kyneton and Modrail layouts resulted 
in a varied and interesting dis lay. Our 
special thanks was given to the ladies, led 
by Elizabeth Secker, who provided meals 
during the Exhibition and a ‘thank you’ 
evening held at the Oriental Palace restau- 
rant on Saturday 31 March, was enjoyed by 
all who attended. 

The Open Modelling competition held 
at the Exhibition, Hi. fe y Messrs J 
Brown, M Skinner and K Taig of Moorab- 
bin Live Steam Society, was won by Frank 
Kelly for his VR tank locomotive E34, 
which also won the section trophy for 
locomotives. The Fyfe Thorpe Award for 
the best model from an Australian pro- 
duced kit was won by Peter MacDonald for 
his BGM VR Composite coach 1BCE. 
Other section awards were as follows: 

Rolling stock - Frank Kelly - VR passen- 
ger coach 6AB 

Lineside structure - Peter MacDonald - 
Bacchus March Water Tank 

Junior Modeller - Martin Hocking - VR 
trolley NVW1 and trailer 

The best Private Layout was judged to 
the Twin Hills layout of Ron Roberts which 
also won the Most Popular Display by 
public vote. The best Club Display was our 
own Kyneton layout and the best Commer- 
cial Display was the Marklin Bus. 

The Guessing Competitions held during 
the Exhibition were won by the following: 

Most Popular Display - Justine Hemp- 
ton 

Thomas Guessing Competition - Michael 
Austin 

In conclusion, | would like to thank all 
members, and in particular my fellow 
committee members for their assistance 
during my term as Secretary. 


John J Harry 
‘Secretary 


- Bruce Race 
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Welcome to my first copy of Vicnotes 
with me as President of the Victorian 
Branch. | would like to thank allof you who 
didn’t vote for me (no one else stood for 
the position). | hope that anybody who has 
a suggestion or gripe will feel freeto come 
and see me at a meeting or to ring me. 

I know that a lot of people will not know 
who I am or what I am so | have reated a 
little dossier about myself. I hope that you 
find it interesting. I personally found it 
fascinating but then again | am probably 
slightly biased. 

Name: Graeme Phillip Nitz 

Age 33. 

Address: 20 Alpha St North Balwyn 

Victoria 3104 

Phone: H (03) 857 6959 

B (03) 657 2579 


Occupation: Senior Technical Officer 
for Telecom Australia 

Non railway interests: Science fiction, 
travel, space technology, aircraft, beer 
(drinking and writing about), computers, 
photography etc. 

Railway interests: My primary model- 
ling interest is the Pennsylvania Railroad in 
HO with side interests in Victorian Rail- 
ways in On2 1/2 and Suisse Metre gaugein 
HOm but | like all trains and like to 
photograph railways the world over when 
I get the chance. I am in the process of 
building a 21’ X 19° layout in a romm under 
my house. 


Graeme Nitz 
President 1990/91 


Wills Street 


The Committee of Management de- 
cided several months ago to build an 
American style exhibition layout based on 
the same dimensions as the Kyneton 
layout. The working name for this layout 
is Wills Street. 

The basic concpt of the layout as that of 
a North Eastern US city with a samll 
commuter station, a yard, an interchange 
with another class 1 railroad and a small 
terminal or switching railway serving quite 
a few industries. We want to make this 
layout interesting to operate for the opera- 
tors but also have lots of action for the 
public. The terminal railroad will be built 
to look lake an ex streetcar (tram) line that 
converted to switching the local industries 
when the bottom fell out of the public 
transit service. For this reason it will have 
a fair bit of street trackage. 

Does any one have any idea where we 
can obtain Richard Orr girder rail and 
points in Australia? Someone mentioned 
this in an issue of Journal a few months ago 
but I cannot find it. 

The layout is in the design stage at the 
moment with Tim Shenton doing the 
drawings for us. Jack Treseder has begun 
planning for the construction of the bench- 
work and we have begun buying buildings 
for the city and industries. If you feel like 
you would like to help out this project 
by building some structures or with any 
other phase of construction just get in 
contact with me or Graham Stockfeld. 


Graeme Nitz 
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Library Notes 


Don Drysdale’s smart little book BHP 
Rail concentrates on the Port Kembla 
operation; quite enough too, with over 100 
km of rail in the system. And as he explains 
in the preface, Mt Newman, Whyalla and 
Newcastle are covered in other books. It’s 
a little disconcerting, then, to open the 
book and be confronted by a massive Mt 
Newman G636, a couple of Newcastle 
locos and a couple from Whyalla. After 
that, though, it’s Port Kembla all the way. 
Lots of photos, many in colour, lots of vital 
Statistics, lots of locos. But no index and no 
obvious arrangement, so that I’d hate to go 
looking for a specific one amongst them. 

Wal Larsen’s nostalgia kicks are always 
worth sharing, wherever they take us. His 
Watching Trains takes us to Britain and 
across europe, the Middle East, Pakistan 
and India, in 1963 and 1967. Travellers’ 
tales, but told with flair, and naturally an 
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eye for scenes of railway interest. Sadly, 
the offset printing technique continues to 
ages dull, muddy half tones, which do 
ittle justice to the original photos. 

More nostalgia, this time from Kenn 
Pearce, whose Narrow Gauge Memories 
(20 Years On): The Personalities is to be 
the first of a set of three, all about South 
Australia’s Peterborough Division’s nar- 
TOW gauge working. This volume is made 
up of brief quotations from old railway- 
men, well edited and arranged, with just 
enough linking material for it all to make 
sense. The two further volumes will be the 
Album, purely pictorial, and The Loco- 
motives, described as ‘a comprehensive 
record of the last years of steam power on 
the narrow gauge’. All will be in the 
familiar Railmac format, but vastly better 
printed than their earlier efforts. Nice 
work. 

100 Years of Melbourne’s Trams is a 
glossy publicity thing put out by the Met- 
ropolitan Transit Authority for no clear 
good reason. A hotch-potch of bits of 
unrelated information in no clear order - or 
rather with the order apparently dictated 
by the page layout. Still, worth a glance for 
the photos and sketches of early Mel- 
bourne transport. 


Brian Southwell 
Librarian 
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Victorian Branch Notes 


September Meeting | 

27th Annual General Meeting of the 
Victorian Branch (2nd AGM since Incor- 
poration) 

Reports were received from the Presi- 
dent (Geoff Brown), Secretary (John Harry) 
and Treasurer (Stuart Westerman) cover- 
ing the 12 months to 30 June 1990. 

President’s Report - refer elsewhere in 
this Journal. 

Secretary’s Report - refer elsewhere in 
this Journal. 

Treasurer’s Report 

The Treasurer prepared a very detailed 
report on the Branch’s financial affairs. In 
summary, it was not a good year financially 
for the Branch, with the decrease in re- 
ceipts from the Camberwell Exhibition and 
the increase in expenditure in maintaining 
the Clubrooms and undertaking other Branch 
activities. One of the larger expenditure 
items appearing for the first time in the 
report is that of "Taxation’ - this being 
$6457.23 for the financial year ending June 
1989. The Treasurer made the comment 
that the Branch may have to conduct some 
field’ events, such as loco throwing com- 
petitions; to see if this can exempt the 
Branch from this taxation burden. It seems 
exemption is given to Club’s engaged in 
physical recreational exertions and this 
does not apply to Model Railway Clubs. 
The report shows that it costs approxi- 
mately $57 000 per year to run the building 
at Glen Iris. 


General Business 

1 The matter of Victorian Branch 
being able to elect Honorary Life Members 
was again raised - no satisfaction has been 
obtained so far with this issue. 

2 Branch Committee members can- 
not be also members of the Federal Com- 
mittee. 

Election of Committee of Management 

No elections were required as all nomi- 


nees elected unopposed. Geoff Brown 
(President since 1985) indicated that he 
would not be seeking re-election. Like- 
wise, Jack Treseder who has been on the 
COM in varying positions for many years, 
did not seek re-election. 

President - Graeme Nitz 

Vice President- Graham Stockfeld 

Secretary - John Harry 

Treasurer - Stuart Westerman 

Committee - Geoff Brown (executive 
officer as immediate past President) 

Rob Bogie 
Blair Westerman 

Other Positions 

The following members will carry out 
the internal duties of the Branch as follows: 

Librarian - Brian Southwell (19 years as 
Librarian) : 

Assistant Librarian - Greg Attrill 

Journal Sub-Editor - Bob Marsden 

Exhibition Manager - Bob Edwards 

Building Maintenance Officer - Jack 
Treseder 
Awards 

Meritorious - Peter England 

President’s - Les Johnstone 

Photographic - Greg Attrill 

Cert Best Print - Arthur Jenkinson - 
Cowra water column - 90 points 

Cest Best Slide - Stuart Westerman - UK 
tail motor reflection - 90 points 

Bob Edwards Trophy - no one eligible 

Scratchbuilt Motive Power - Bill More- 
house - V/Line X class DE 

Kit Built Motive Power - Trevor Reeves 
- VR 0-6-2 E class tank loco 

Kit Built Passenger Car - Trevor Reeves 
- 21AW coach 

Kit Built Freight Rolling Stock - John 
Harry - 3 bunk USA log wagon 

Scratchbuilt Line Side Structures - Harry 
Croft - House under construction 

Fyfe Thorpe Award - no one eligible 

Fyfe Thorpe Cert - Australian Produced 
Kit - Bruce Race - NSW grain hopper 
NGTY 

Gordon Duncan Award - no one eligible 

Gordon Duncan Cert - Other Kit - John 
Harry - USA truss log wagon 

Following the AGM, the normal monthly 
meeting was held. 


Models for Display 

John Gardner - Liliputt plasamatic track 
machine with match truck, both fitted KD 
No 20 NEM snap fit coupling system. 

Bob Dunn - Samhongsa Korea brass pre 
1940 VR A2973 steam loco fitted with feed 
water heater modification. 

John Harry (on behalf of Branch) - 
Gauge 1 Marklin models donated to Branch 
by Kurt Eberhardt - the loco being 
scratchbuilt manufactured in 1923 and works 
on 24 volt d.c. three-rail. 

Elizabeth Secker - 0 gauge models of 
people. 

Bill Secker - 2.2 sq mm LED, ideal for 
headlights, etc, on locomotives (require 1/ 
2 watt resistor in series) 

Competitions 

Photo - Clubroom Layout 

Print - J Gardner - Deepdene Dasher - 
90 points 

Slide - G Attrill - Gorfield Station - 90 
points 


Model - P England - GWR Class 42 tank 


loco - 85 points 


October Meeting 


Models for Display 

G Brown - Alco Models VR T Class DE 
- 2nd and 3rd series 
Competition 

Models - none submitted 

Photo - Tram : 

Print - S Westerman - St Kilda museum 
S Aust - 92 points 

Slide - J Shepherd - Ballarat tram - 91 
points 
General 

1 A decision has been made to build 
a USA layout, and volunteers are required 
to help with this project (at present to build 
buildings, etc). The layout is of north east 
post World War 2 era, and it is required to 
be ready for the 1992 Exhibition. For 
further information refer to G Nitz. 

2 BHP Westernport Model Railway 
Society has invited our members to attend 
an open day on 17 February 1991 located 
at Denam Road, Tyabb, between 10 am 
and 5 pm. The Club has both an HO and 
N layout, as well as an outside 7-1/4” 
layout. Refer to A Jenkinson for further 
information. 

3 A report was presented by J Tre- 
seder on the NSW Branch Exhibition held 
recently at which approximately 70 exhibits 
were on display. 

4 GNitz is interested in hearing from 
anyone who is interested in an O scale and/ 
or gauge 1 outside layout for the Branch’s 
Glen Iris property. 

Syllabus Topic 

Guest speaker Phillip Dunn (Mainte- 
nance Engineer, V/Line Locomotive Fleet, 
Dynon) talked on aspects of design, con- 
struction and maintenance of V/Line’s G 
class DE locos. 


Open Weekend 


The open weekend held the last week- 
end in August was not as well attended as 
previous years; being attended by 367 adults 
and 309 children. It is considered that the 
reason for a decrease in attendance was 
due to less advertising, etc, of the week- 
end. 

During the weekend USA peers 
was operated on the main layout. A USA 
N scale by Ivan Munro was in operation, 
together with Modrail operated with UK 
prototype. 


Junior Days 
, The following days will be held over the 
Christmas school holiday period between 
10 am and 3 pm - Tuesday 18 December 
1990, Tuesday 8 January 1991 and Thurs- 
day 24 January 1991. 


Modelling Clinics 
Held on 30 August at which - 
Graeme Nitz gave an interesting 

talk on block control covering five levels; 
and 

. _ Graham Stockfeld’s topic covered 
VR signalling and dealt with five classes, 
i.e. fixed, detonating, hand, way and works 
and whistles. 


Reporting Faults 


Property and layout fault reports are to 
be made in the appropriate log book kept 


near Willsland. Please record your name, 


date and fault. 
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Program 
DECEMBER 
Z Sun Timetable operation - USA prototype 1.30 - 5 pm 
3 Mon Weekday working bee and operation - your equipment 
10 am - 3 pm | 
13 Thur Social Meeting - 7.30 pm Christmas - bring a plate 
Model - Open standard categories 
Photo - Pre tangerine VR train (no fan trips) 
16 Sun Running day - your equipment 1.30 - 5 pm 
17 Mon Weekday working bee and running - your equipment 


January 1991 
6 


Sun 
7 Mon 
10 Thur 
20 Sun 
a4 Mon 
24 Thur 
24 Thur 
February 
3 Sun 
4 Mon 
14 Thur 


10 am - 3 pm 


Timetable operation - UK prototype 1.30 - 5 pm 
Weekday working bee and operation - your equipment 
10 am - 3 pm 

Social meeting - running on layout 7.30 pm 

Running day - your equipment 1.30 - 5 pm 

Weekday working bee and running - your equipment 
10 am - 3 pm 

Junior day - your equipment 10 am - 3 pm 
Timetable operation - USA prototype 7.30 - 11 pm 


Timetable operation - Australian prototype1.30 - 5 pm 
Weekday working bee and operation - your equipment 
10 am - 3 pm 

Social meetings - 7.30 pm 


A diagram of the Victorian Branch HO layout 
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Dutch Auction held at Queensland 


Branch Rooms 


At a recent meeting of the Queensland Branch, a Dutch 
Auction was held. It was conducted after the discussion of 
business was concluded, and was an interesting affair. A dutch 
auction, of course, is one where items being offered for sale 
are placed on a table with a piece of paper beside them. Each 
piece. of paper is numbered so that some order is maintained, 
and interested bidders place their initials, and bid, on the 
relevant piece of paper. As the inspection time proceeds, it is 
important to monitor any bid which one has submitted in case 
someone else has raised the bidding. At the end of the 
inspection time, bids close, and an auctioneer supervises the 
disposal of the goods. The Club deducted no commission, so 
every seller received the full price, subject to reserve and 
subject to discussion. 

As there were only 20 bidders present during the dutch 
auction described, the bidding didn’t actually get frantic, but 
it was all in good fun. For example, an old rotating chair, 
suitable for a train room and submitted by the author, 
attracted ONE bid of $2! Wow, with $2 offered, which was 
more than the reserve, a look around the room found a railway 
encyclopaedia being offered. Accordingly, $2 was offered for 
it. Imagine the surprise when it was found that the owner of 
the encyclopaedia was the same gentleman who had offered 
to buy the chair! All in good fun, and another part of the 
enjoyment experienced by attending Club meetings. 


Ted Ward 
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President’s Piece 


Car Park 

Work is now well advanced on the 
construction of the car parking area at our 
Clubrooms and it should be completed in 
time for ModelRail. The work is being 
done by the Engineering Department of 
the City of Bayswater, which offered the 
most comeptitive quotation. The comple- 
tion of the car park effectively concludes 
the major construction phase of the 
Clubrooms project and it will now allow us 
to undertake some landscaping around the 
Clubrooms building. 3 


Clubrooms First Birthday BBQ 

A BBQ was held on Saturday 29 Sep- 
tember to mark the occasion of our first 
year at the new Clubrooms. The occasion 
was well attended with over 30 members 
and their wives and families present. If you 
weren’t there, you missed a very pleasant 


and enjoyable evening. The brick BBQ 


structure that our neighbours, the Light 
Car Club of WA, have built was made 
available for our use and proved to be most 
effective. 

In order to acknowledge the pivotal role 
played by Ted Thoday in the conception 
and eventual construction of the Clubrooms, 
the Management Committee decided that it 
was only fitting that Ted should have his 
own key to the building. Consequently, a 
key was duly obtained, plated with chrome 
and the opportunity was taken at the BBQ 
to present this key with its attached key tag 
bearing the legend ”Ted’s Key”. 


Simon Mead 
President 


Layout Notes 


7 mm 

Progress has been steady, if not spec- 
tacular. The main line baseboards are now 
virtually complete and track laying will 
begin thortiy. It is intended to lay a short 
length of baulk road in the station area for 
the small interest group to run broad gauge 
7°0-1/4” loco(s). As Chislehurst is not a 
name that can be used for the layout in its 
supposed locale, it will be necessary to give 
it anew name. The following have been put 
forward as possible alternatives, all being 
collations of existing place names. 
Trispen Newmill Ebford Regis 
Bumble Waterford Dulford Budleigh 
Newton Ford Lockengate 
Burstock Hulme Plymtree Hydon 
Abbottree 

Suggestions and comments are invited. 


The trestle bridge is under construction 


in Sir Richard’s factory and progressing 
nicely, despite a minor set back. The parts 
for the supports were assembled using hot 
melt glue and then given a coat of creosote. 
Two days later, they were just a pile of 
sticks - creosote is an excellent solvent for 
hot melt glue! 


4 mm 

Haltwhistle is continuing on a ’care and 
maintenance’ basis. Some interest has been 
shown by members in the building of a new 
4 mm layout on a modular basis in sections 
of 1800 mm x 900 mm, this to be a single 
line, point to point. Ideas and standards are 
still being formulated and if interest contin- 
ues, this will be the next project to be 
presented to the Management Committee 
for approval. 


2 mm 
A glimmer of interest has been noted 
amongst this fraternity. May be the Colo- 
rado and Pacific will be resurrected after 
all!! 
Roger Solly 


Layouts Co-ordinator 


Library Notes 


I had expected our American prototype 
modellers to put pen to paper after they 
had read the August issue of The Branch- 
line and to produce a great list of books and 
magazines that they needed, particularly as 
there is a ’shortfall’ in American books in 
the Library. No such luck!! 

However, the Australian prototype 
modellers among our members have pro- 
duced a listing (courtesy of Steve Price) of 
Australian books in print and, from that, a 
short list of books that would be of use to 
them as modellers and for research into the 
Australian prototype. 

The Management Committee has ap- 
proved the purchase of those books in the 
‘short list’ that have either been seen 
personally or have been recommended by 
an Australian modelling ’expert’ or have 
been favourably reviewed in a magazine. In 
addition, Alan Porter was prompted to 
delve into his archives and produced two 
books from the ’short list’ (four actually, 
but we discovered we already had two of 
them) and others of interest but not on the 
list, as they have been out of print for some 
time. Thanks Alan - they are already on the 
shelves. We will be purchasing in the near 
future the other books on the ’short list’ 
that have been approved. Thanks for your 
suggestions, you members who model the 
Australian prototype. 

Donations this month include Model 
Engineer, Model Railway Constructor, etc, 


Extracts from 
>The Branchline’ 


from Alan Parrott (who has moved from 
Ballajura to Mandurah) and from Ted 
Thoday some nicely bound full year sets of 
Railway Modeller, Model Trains, Model 
Railways and Model Railway Constructor. 
Thank you both. 

This means that we have a large quantity 
of ex AMRA magazines, in good condi- 
tion, for sale in year lots! Come and have 
a look and bring your money with you, ‘cos 
they’re still only 50 cents each or $6 for a 
full year collection. 

A request has been put to our ’chippy’ 
for some more shelf space in the Library, 
as we will probably fill the existing shelves 
early in 1991. The extractor fan has been 
installed in the ceiling of the Library and 
will be read for use when required in the 
hot weather. 

Come and browse and borrow, check 
out the new additions and bring us your old 
unwanted magazines and books. If you give 
them to us, you know you will always be 
able to read them again!! 


Barry Keens 
Library Co-ordinator 


Book Reviews 


Industrial and Mechanised 
Modelling 

by Dave Rowe 

Wild Swan Publications Limited 


ISBN 0906867 843 UKL 6.95 

This is a book written with the intention 
to capture, in model form, items of British 
industrial heritage. There is a chapter on 
the sand and gravel industry using convey- 
ors, agitators, cyclones, separators, dewa- 
tering units, sand drying plants, etc, all 
very well photographed and with plenty of 
scaled drawings. 

Other industries, dealt with in Chapter 
2, encompass water balance inclines, hoists, 
coal mines and road traffic moving in two 
directions. 

Chapter 3 has water wheels, canal locks, 
canal fisherman actually raising his rod to 
check that the maggot or bait is still on the 
hook, swimming swans, steam dredgers, 
double bascule bridges and telescopic bridges. 

The next chapter deals with lighthearted 
models like weather cocks, chain smokers, 
skipping children and swings. The final 
chapter covers electrical control methods 
plus an appendix giving sources of supply 
for the various materials used. 

This book makes very interesting read- 
ing and I am sure will prove invaluable to 
any railway modeller wishing to model 
these lineside activities correctly and inter- 
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estingly. Even if you are never going to 
model anything like the items described in 
this book, aia how Dave Rowe made 
_ some of them work is still very interesting. 


JHE 


Modellers’ Guide to Modern BR 
. Motive Power 

by Peter Mazmierczak 

Patrick Stephens Limited 

ISBN 0-85059-843-5 

pp 256 220 mm x 160 mm 

Casebound UKL 10.95 


Paperback UKL 8.99 

__ Covering over 30 years since the advent 
of motive power other than the steam 
locomotive on British Railways, I am sure 
that the modeller of this de of equipment 
will appreciate this book. It is fully de- 
tailed, with black and white photographs 
and drawings. A bit of colour would have 
improved the overall picture of detailing of 
models, but at least the colours are de- 
scribed. 

Divided into three broad sections, the 
first deals with "Setting the Scene’ and 
looks at the early LMS and SR main line 
diesels, the GWR gas turbine driven locos, 
the NER electric locos and the host of 
diesel hydraulic, diesel electric and diesel 
mechanical shunters, with a bar chart showing 
their life spans (some until 1968) and the 
modelling possibilities. The second section 
has seven chapters giving a class by class 
survey of BR’s diesel shunters, the main 
line diesels from Type 1s to Type 5s, the 
a.c. electric locomotives and the d.c. elec- 
tric locomotives, again with bar charts 
showing the life spans and going into the 
modelling prospects for each type. The 
third section of five chapters covering the 
outputs of the model manufacturers, the 
subtleties of liveries (but only up to 1987, 
since when there has been an explosion of 
livery variants!), modelling and painting 
tools, high speed trains, including the Blue 
Pullman and prototype and production 
1C125s and APTs and, finally, the Deltics, 
with much modelling detail, and the "heavy 
freight’ Classes 56, 58 and 59. 

With over 250 pages, this book repre- 
sents good value and if your interests lie 
with diesel or electric motive power on 
British Rail, it is a good reference and may 
even ence some modellers to try and 
model the modern era. (I have not person- 
ally been persuaded to do so and confess 
to reviewing this one without reading every 
word on every page!) 


BGK 
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Program 


DECEMBER 
1 Sat General Club Activities 
On these occasions, you are at liberty to 
use the Club facilities, be it using the 
Branch’s Haltwhistle 16.5 mm gauge lay- 
out, browsing through the wealth of infor- 
mation in the library or chatting with like 
minded enthusiasts. Also, there is plenty of 
construction work required in the modifi- 
cations to the Chislehurst 0 scale layout and 
the 16.5 mm gauge Ossie Gully layout. 
3 Moa _ A Look at US Railroads 
Tony Gray and his colleagues who are 
into the modelling of US prototype rail- 
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ways will tell you something about the 
railways of that country where they have 
their own ways of doing things and of 
modelling them. 

8 Sat General Club Activities 

10 Mon 


14 Mon §Sn3-1/2 Special Interest 
Group Meeting 
16 Wed Using Relays in Model 


Railways 

If you’ve seen some strange devices in 
Paddington Market labelled as ’relays’ and 
wondered what they could be used for, 


n3-1/2 Special Interest Group Met#isrgJohn Martin will be showing you some 


A suitable follow up to the visit to 
ARHS - come along and learn, in a con- 
structive ’workshop’ environment how to 
make common WAGR wagon types (such 
as the GC) and other items for S$n3-1/2 
which you can’t buy ’off the shelf’. 

12 Wed General Club Activities 

1S Sat Special Project Afternoon 

It’s on again - collating, stapling, check- 
ing, enveloping and doing several other 
nasty things to the December issue of The 
Branchline. 

17 Mon _ Auction 

This auction is limited in that only 
AMRA members may submit items for sale 
by auction, but non-members are welcome 
as buyers. The Auction Co-ordinator will, 
if requested, give consideration to using 
the Auction as a means of disposing of any 
model railway items contained in the es- 
tates of deceased persons who were not 
themselves members of AMRA, but who 
were friends of AMRA members. 

The Rules for the Auction are as printed 
in the October 1988 issue of The Branch- 
line. They are also printed on the reverse 
side of the Auction form, which is available 
at the Clubrooms from Monday 3 Decem- 
ber. Unsold lots will be retunaed, only to the 
vendor, or if they are sold after the Auction 
by paivete arrangement (but still in the 
Clubrooms), they will be given to the 
buyer, but the Auction Co-ordinator must 
be told of this by the vendor. In this case, 
the normal 10% commission to AMRA will 
still apply. There is no limitation on ven- 
dors making private sale arrangements 
outside of the Clubrooms building, either 
before or after the Auction and in this case 
there is no commission payable to AMRA. 

The Clubrooms will be open from 7.30 

m to allow for early marking up of the 
Items for sale and for their display to 
potential buyers. No lots will be received 
after 8 pm. 

The Auction will commence at 8.15 pm 
sharp. 

22 Sat Branch Christmas ’wind up’ 

Just a few days to go to Christmas and 
as we are ’closing down’ for a couple of 
weeks, come along to this FAMILY 
OCCASION (with perhaps something special 
for the children). BBQ format (bring your 
own nosh, alcoholic drinks, your own picnic 
chairs, and, if you need one, your small 
picnic table) - we’ll have hot drinks laid on 
and cool drinks will be available for sale at 
the refrigerator. We’ll light the fire up 
about 5 pm. 

26 Wed CHRISTMAS/NEW YEAR 
WEEK - 


29 Sat NO MEETINGS 
JANUARY 1991 

5 Sat General Club Activities 

7 Mon Modelling in Z Scale 


Steve Rayner proved at the 1990 Model 
Railway Exhibition that Z scale does work 
dependably - now, he’s going to tell us 
some more about how he achieves these 
results and the advantages of this scale of 
tailway modelling. 

12 Sat General Club Activities 


model railway applications. 

19 Sat General Club Activities 

21 Mon_ Bring and Show 

Another opportunity for you to BRING 
along what you were given for Christmas 
(or what you bought yourself for Christ- 
mas), your latest project or 
whatever...BRING it (or them) and SHOW 
it (or them) to the other members present 
and TALK about it (or them) for a few 
minutes. 

All meetings will be held in the Clubrooms, 
24 Moojebing Street, Bayswater, right 
opposite Paddington Street, unless other- 
wise stated in the following notes. Moojebing 
Street runs off Guildford Road towards the 
Swan River about 50 metres east of the 
traffic lights opposite the Cresco fertiliser 
works. 

The times of the meetings are as follows: 

Mondays and Wednesdays8 pm 

Saturdays 2 pm 

The Committeeman who is Duty Officer 
will open the Clubrooms at least 15 minutes 
earlier than the times specified above. 
Visitors are always welcome at any of the 
scheduled meetings....just introduce your- 
self to the Duty Committeeman (ask some- 
one who he is). He will make you really feel 
‘at home’ by showing you around the 
facilities at the Clubrooms (which we be- 
lieve are the best of any model railway club 
in WA) and by introducing you to the 
members present. 

The fee paid by members covers some 
of our general operating expenses and 
entitles Fot refreshment (tea, coffee or 
Milo) plus biscuit. No fee is payee b 
visitors...unless they come week after wee 
after week...without joining up! 

Cooi drinks are available at a modest 
cost from the refrigerator. 


1991 Model Railway 
Exhibition 
It’s never too early to start thinking 
about the 1991 MODEL RAILWAY 


EXHIBITION - why, it’s only eight months 
away, give or take a few days and time does 


fly. 

We’re back in the SILVER JUBILEE 
PAVILION in 1991 which will be an 
improvement on the 1990 arrangements 
when we had to use the Wool Pavilion and 
the Arthur Wilkinson Pavilion at the Clare- 
mont Showgrounds. Problem is, however, 
that the Silver Jubilee Pavilion is about 
50% larger than the area we used in 1990 
and, at this stage, it seems that we will have 
to hire it all, unlike 1989 when we hired just 
75% of it. So, we’ve gotta fill it with the 
very best of model railways ever seen in the 
West! We need lots of them too. 

If you have a transportable model rail- 
way that you think ok be suitable, give 
Graham Watson a call on 274 5879. 


Garry Pilmoor 
Exhibition Co-ordinator 


— 
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Scale Weight 


In the Clubrooms a few weeks ago, 
there was a discussion on the subject of 
scale weights for model railway equipment, 
or more correctly, scaling down prototype 
Se to model weights. At the time | 
could not remember the full details of the 
formula worked out many years ago to give 
the required answer with a simple calcula- 
tion. 

So a bit of research into my files and 
here it is, with an explanation of its logic 
and examples for 3-1/2 mm, 4mm and7 mm 
scales. 

To reduce the weight of a prototype 
item of rolling stock to the scale weight of 
a model of that prototype, DIVIDE THE 
PROTOTYPE WEIG T (expressed ei- 
ther in ounces or grams) BY THE SCALE 
RATIO CUBED (i.e. ratio x ratio x ratio). 

In 3.5 mm scale, the ratio is 87.1; in 4 
mm scale, the ratio is 76.2:1; in 7 mm scale, 
pe ratio is 43.5:1 (see Journal No 198, 
Pp 

These ratios cubed are as follows: 

3.5 mm scale 87.1 x 87.1 x 87.1 = 
660 776 

4 mm scale 76.2 x 76.2 x 76.2 = 442 450 

7 mm scale 43.5 x 43.5 x 43.5 = 82 312 

Taking as an example, a locomotive 
weighing an old fashioned 100 tons. 100 
tons = 3 584 000 ounces, so dividing this 
figure by each of the cubed factors above, 
we get the following: 

3.5 mm scale 5.4 ounces 

4mm scale 8.1 ounces 

7 mm scale 43.5 ounces or 2.7 pounds 

Or for a wagon with a tare weight of 8 
tons. This is 286 720 ounces. 

3.5 mm scale 0.43 ounces 

4 mm scale 8.1 ounces 

7 mm scale 3.48 ounces 

And for a locomotives weighing 100 
tonnes (100 000 000 grams), we get the 
following: 

3.5 mm scale 151.3 grams 

4mm scale 226.0 grams 
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7 mm scale 1 214.9 grams 

and for a wagon with a tare weight of 8 
tonnes (8 000 000 grams) 

3.5 mm scale 12.1 grams 

4 mm scale 18.1 grams 

7 mm scale 97.2 grams 

If you are of my vintage, you should be 
able to do these sorts of calculation in your 
head or by long division, but if you’re like 
me, you will flash up your battery driven 
brain!! It’s quicker and doesn’t raise the 
blood pressure. 

Ted Thoday 
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Back on the Buses 


With Alan Porter and James 
Stirling 

I recently became aware of a Special 
Edition release by Matchbox (as one of 
their Models of Yesteryear) of a 1931 AEC 
Diddler double decker trolley bus to a scale 
of 76:1. This model is based on the pre- 
served prototype at the London Transport 
Museum, Covent Garden. 

Because of the ’snob value’ of its Special 
Edition status, it is rather highly priced 
and, in my humble view, rates poorly on 
‘value for money’ when it is compared with 
the Exclusive First Edition (EFE) buses 
which were described in some detail in The 
Branchline, February 1990, pp25-26 and 
June 1990, pp36-37. © 

I am not particularly well versed in LT 
liveries, but I note that this trolley bus (on 
the 604 route to Hampton Court via Malden 
and Kingston) has a much wider cream 
band than the EFE London Transport 
double deckers above the lower deck windows 
and it has the area on the upper deck sides 
containing the front, side and rear windows 
in cream. The EFE buses are all over red 
on the upper deck sides. 

The windows are not flush glazed (nor 
are the EFE bus windows, but their sides 
are much thinner), and, strangely, the 
lower deck rear windows has no glazing at 
all - a bit draughty in a following breeze. 


EFE AEC LORRIES 
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The advertisements on the upper deck 
sides do not sit very well over the five 
ridges that run across the advertisement 
panel, giving a somewhat unrealistic effect. 
There are markedly fewer small transfers 
than the EFE buses have on them, e.g. no 
‘legal’ lettering, no tare weight, no fleet 
number. 

The trolleys are made of a flexible 
plastic and are stowed in the ’down’ posi- 
tion. Though they can be raised a little, this 
does strain the plastic somewhat, so it does 
not seem easy to represent the bus in 
service. 

Overall, not bad, much the same sort of 
job as the Matchbox 1930 Leyland Titan 
TD1 (see The Branchline December 1989, 
pp24-25), but not in the same league as the 
EFE jobs. 

And speaking of EFE, James Stirling 
advised earlier in the year of the future 
releases from EFE (some of them may have 
already come out, in the UK at least). 
James listed the following, all to 76:1 scale: 

Leyland RTS (RTL) double decker bus 

Seddon articulated car transporter 

Austin Healey Sprite sports car 

MGB sports car 

Triumph Vitesse sports car 

Triumph roadster 

Harrington Cavalier coach, in Southdown 
and Yelloways liveries 

Which leads us to the EFE TRUCKS. 

James Stirling wrote of these as follows: 

The list of lorries is current (mid March 
1990) and includes everything noted by 
your scribe. 

The vehicle is not an accurate model of 
anything in particular - just a generic early 
1950s AEC. 

-Some of the liveries are rather modern, 
but that said, they are attractive and rep- 
resent good value around UKL 4.50 here 
in the UK (ca $14.50 here in Perth). 

To sum up both the buses and the 
lorries, a nice try - a range which will 
improve with expansion.’ 

0 


Type Cat No Cab Colour Chassis Colour Body/Tank Colour Operator 
6 wheel flatbed 10701 Creamy Tan‘ | Black Creamy Tan Furlong Bros 
10702 Yellow Black Yellow Blue Circle Products 
8 wheel flatbed 10401 Blue Black Blue Bath and Portland Stone 
6 wheel sided truck 10301‘ Orange Black Orange Fenland Aggregates | 
| 10302 Turquoise Black Turquoise Cyril Ridgeon and Son Ltd 
10303 Green Black Green J D Lown and Co 
C (a) White Red White Fisherman’s Friend 
8 wheel sided truck 10801 Blue Black Blue British Steel 
10802 Brown Black Brown Whitebread Brewery 
6 wheel box van 10501 Green Black Green London Carriers 
10502 Red Red Light Tan Startrite Shoes 
10503 Red Black Red British Road Services 
C (a) White Red White Fisherman’s Friend 
8 wheel box van 11001 Brown Black White Croft and Co Ltd 
11002 - Blue Black Blue Pickfords 
(b) Green Green White Lyle’s Golden Syrup 
6 wheel tanker 10901 Brown Black White Heygates Flour 
10902 Blue Blue White Lord Rayleigh’s Farms 
8 wheel tanker 10601 Black Black Black Century Oils 
10602 Creamy Tan Creamy Tan Creamy Tan J & H Bunn Ltd 
(b) Blue Black Blue Tate and Lyle 


Notes 


(a) Part of a commissioned set available from Fisherman 
double decker bus (see pp36-37, The Branchline, June 1990). 
(b) Part of Limited Edition, Volume 1 with a double decker bus (see pp36-37, 


C in this table and the earlier one means Commissioned Model. 


a 


’s Friend for two tokens and UKL 10.95, consisting of two lorries and a 


The Branchline, June 1990). 
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REPA Add "LIFE" to KRAUSE CLIPS 
UNCOUPLERS FOR your layout fit a_ ea 
HO/OO, N. HOe & HOm "SMOKE" unit in... 
Suites Lima, Fleischmann, Hornby, Houses, Locos-Steam or Diesel-HO/OO, LGB, 
Roco and all No. 1, Factories, Engine Sheds, Burning Houses, 


bush fires, Ships and diesel trucks 


Marklin type couplings. 
Uncoupling made easy ... fit this electro- 
magnetic uncoupler anywhere on layout 
after track is laid. Simple to install, 
thoroughly reliable operation. Supplied 
with template and full instructions... 


"The Flex Track Laying Tool” : 
for HO, N, Z & HOm 
"NEW" improved version now available 
— with spring loaded Self Centering jaws 
at no extra cost. 


Also NEW as an extra for the KRAUSE & 


= 7 CLIP is a Long Handled Allen Key - | 
4 Units 51, Uni Unit Units . ‘ " : A: 
5 $9.10 T 67 $17 fo Beo makes flexible track laying "A piece of 
: = 16 Volt AC cake”, 


NEW FOR'N' GAUGE MODELLERS 


The decisive advantages of the PROFI-COUPLING from 
FLEISCHMANN FOR N <<piccolo>> 


e Pre-uncoupling for prototypical shunting. 

° Real close-coupling for vehicles with the 
slot-guide mechanism. 

° Feather-light coupling up. 

° Kasy removal of individual wagons from a rake. 

e Noticeable shortening of the distance between vehicles 
which are not even fitted for close-coupling operation. 

° Enables other brands to be converted to this NEW system. 


. 'N' gauge Profi-Coupling No. 9540 

= FEATURES : @ 
- © Pre-uncoupling 

© © Less gap between rolling stock 

fH * Suits most makes 

: N <<piccolo>> PROFI-COUPLING 

Fe | tert Sar macs ; 
F : | 

" : 

b : —<© od | 

: 9570 9572 9579 

# 7 Height Gauge 


__ SOLE AUSTRALIAN AGENTS FOR: FLEISCHMANN, BRAWA, BEMO, 
SOMMERFELDT, ROSKOPF, NOCH, VOLLMER, HAG, REPA, METROPOLITAN, 
SALFORD VIDEOS, KRAUS CLIPS/TOOLS, SEUTHE SMOKE GENERATORS 
Catalogues and price lists for above brands available from 
“all good hobby shops” 
Fax No. (048) 721 183 


© TRADE & GENERAL ENQUIRIES TO P.O. BOX 388, MITTAGONG 2575 - TELEPHONE (048) 712 966 


